uoy of Verſes, as they were going Pmilic to 
victuall the Low Countries. 


Dada impellitur onde. 


Printed at London by Joby Danter, dw! 
— Hoſier-Lane neere Holburne 
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To the moſt copious Carminiſt ; 
of our time, and famous perſecutor of Priſciau, his 
verie friend Maiſter Apes lapis: Tho. Naſb wiſh- 
eth nem ſtrings to his old tawnie Purſe, and 
all bononrable increaſe of acquain-. 
lancs inthe Cellar. 


i 


>| Entle A. William, that learned writer 


yo 

ow 

many pounds you haueſſpent ( it. were throwne into 

the fire) vpbn the durt of vriſedome, called Alcumie: 
TP A 2 Tea, 


5 * N 
* Mow DO ee 1 8 0 r : W N 
. “U ²˙ ! ² n 
| : 6 "; - 5 ul. 1 5 hg k 
F : 4 oe * N. Ws 
us — 1 5 * 

a EY 

a. 


939 a” 
— 143 3 


FI 


4 — — „ tha... Md ——̃— 


o 


| —— ——— —-—-— 22 
7 = 


N 2 ; Ne e * 
. SOR PPP * < 
_ * £4, 2 1 2 / 3 c * 1 Pn "» as 1 — 4 £ OW, 5 f . F 4 188 1 * 3 £* £; % 7 * y 
3 Y _- 2 * CT AY Boe. 1 8 - 1 1 Wh. 


— — a= — 


—— 


ien 
Yea, you are ſuch an infinite Mecænas to learned men, 
that there is not that morſ*ll of meat they can carne von, 
but you will eate for their ſahes and accept very t hanbę- 
fully. Thinks not though vnder correction of your boone- 
companionſhip, I am diſpoſdito be a little pleaſant , I con- 
diene you of anie tmmoderation either in eating or drin- 
' king, for [know your gonernement and carriage to bee e- 
uerie way Canonicall. Verilie, verilie all poore Schollers 
. acknow 4c you as their patron, promiditore, and ſuppor- 
ter, for there cannot a threedbare Cloake ſooner peepe 
forth, but you ſtrait preſſe it to bee an outbrother of your 
bountie, three decaied Students you kept attendmg vpon 
jou along time. . | 
Shall I preſume to dilate of the grauitis of your round 
cap and your dudgion dagger? It wthught they wil male 
you becald pon ſhortly ta be Alderman of the Stilliard. 
Ard thats well remembred, I heard ſaie when this laft 
Terme was remooued to Hartford, you fell into a greate © 
Studie and care by your ſelfe , to whar place the Stilliard 
ſrould be remooned : I promiſe you truelie it was a deepe- 
meditation, & ſach as might well haue beſeemed Elder- 
tons parliament of no(es to haus fit vpon, 

A Tanerne in London, onelie vpon the mation monr- 
ned al in blacke, and forbare to girt hir temples with iuie, 
becauſe the grandame of good fellowſhip was like to de- 
part from among them. And [wonder verio much, that 


4 eee. not your ſeife into a conſumption with 


former you do;be- 


u viuas in amore iociſque, what 


ware kei dur. Sloth is a ſoone, and one fins (as ont 


e ee gi tation of it. 


poi ſon) muſhibe expelled with mother. What can he dbe 
better that hath nothing to do t hun fal a drinking to keep | 
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Dedicatorie. 
bim from idleneſſe i n 
Fab, me thinks my ie aſtt begin alreadis to ſmell of the 

rale, with talking ſo mur o Fe {iq nid prouinder. 
Inearneſtthuns ; There is a Doctor and his Fart, cha 
haus kept a foule ſtinking ſtirre n Paules ¶ harchyard; 
T crie him mercie I ſiundered bim, he as ſearſe æ Doclor 
e:{l he bath done hi Acts: this dodipoule, this didopper, 
this profeſſed poet ical brag gart, hat h raild vpon me with 
out wit or art, in certatne foure penniworth of Letters, 
and three farthing-worth of Sonnets ; now do I meane to 
preſent him and Shakericy tothe Qupens foole. tatzer for 
Caatch-horſes: for twothat araw moreequallieinone O- 
ratoriall yoke of vaine-glorie there is not vnder heauen, 
hat ſaic you Aaifter Apis lapis, will yow with your 
eloquence and credi* ſhield me from carpers > Hane o 
anie odde ſhreds of Latine to makes this letter-mung era 
cockscombe of? * 
It ftauds you in hande to arme your ſelfe againſt bim; 
for he ſpeaks againſt Comnicat chers, and gon are a Conni- 
catcher, as ¶ vunicatehung is diuided into threeparts the 
Verſer, the Setter, and the Barnacle. 
Asetter I am ſure you are not; for you are no Mufi- 
tian: nor a Barnacle; for you neuer were of the order 
of the Barnardines : but the Verſer [cannot acquite you. 
of. for M.V auxof Lambeth brings in ſore enidence of a 
 breakefaſt you wonne of him one morning at an unlawful. 
game cald riming What lies not in you to Amend plaietbe 
Doctor and defend. ITS 8 
A fellow that I amto tallę with by and by being told. 
that his Fat ber was 4 Rope-maker , excuſed the matter 


'  efterthis ſort ; And hath neuer ſaint had reprobate 


co his Father? They are hiromne wordes bes cannot goe 


I an * 
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1 The Epiſtle 
from them. You ſee heere hee makgs a Reprobate anda 
1 Ropemaker, voces conuertibiles. Gs tos, taſe example 
* by him towaſh out durt with inks, and run vp to the knees 
in the channell, if ou bee once wet ſbod. You are amongit - 
. Fraue Doctor: 5 ard men o f indgement in bot hb Lawes fo 
weric aaie, [ pray erke them the queſtion in my abſence, 
| whether ſuch a man as I haue deſcrib'd this Epiſtler to 
bi be, one that hath a good handſome pickerdenant, and 4 
13 prettie leg to ſtudie the ¶ iuill Law with, that hath made 
many. proper rimes of the olde cut in his deies, and deſer- 
uedinfixitely of the flate by extolling himſelſe and hir 
two brothers in euerie booke he writes : whether (I ſaie) 
ſuch a famous piller of the Preſſe , now in the fourteenth 
or fifteenth yeare of the raigne of his Khetorike, gining 
mony to haue this his illiterat Pamphlet of Letters prin- 
ted ( wheras ethers haue movie giuen t hem to ſuffer them 
ſelues tocome in Print) it is not to bee counted as flat foo 
monie, and be liable to one aud the ſame penaltie. 
1 Itell jon, Imeane to trounce him after twentie in the 
hundred and haue about wth him wil h two ſtaues and a 
ö 0 Fike for this geare. 855 
| ! If he get any thing by the bargains, lette what ſoencr I 
f j write hence. forward bee condemned to wrappe bumbast 
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| 

in, 

f Caronſe to me good lucbe. for Iam reſolutely bent; the 

beit blond of the brothers ſhall pledge me in vineger. O 
would thou hadi a quaſfing boule, which like Gawens 

9 ſcull ſhould containe apecke,that thou mig hiſt ſwappe off 
it & hartie draught to the ſucceſſe of this voiage, | 

i By what ſoener thy viſage holdeth moſt pretious 1 be- 
— ſeech tbee, by Iohn Dauies ſoule æud the blew Bere in the 


Spittle I covinre tbes, to aram out thy purſe and give me 
| nothing 


2 Dedicatorie. 
not hing fer the dedication of my Pamphlet. _ 
Thon art a good fellow ] know,and hadfl rather ſpend 
| #deallr thanmonie.Let it betbe take of thy beſt tearmes, 
to ſafeconautt this books through the enemies court rey. 
 Preceede to cheriſh thy ſurpaſſmg carminicall arte of 
memorie with full cuppes(as thowdeſt ) let Chaucerþee 
new ſcourd againſt the day of battaile, and Terence 
| come bat in nowe and then with the ſnuffe of a ſentence, 
nud Dictum puta, Meele flrike it as dead as adoore naile; 
Haud teruntij eſtimo e haue cattes meate and diggen 
tate inougb for theſe mungrels. Howener I writ emer- 


rilis, I lone and admire thy pleaſant wittie humor which 


"og OW a up RL * 


* 


no care or creſſe can make vnconuer ſable. 
Stil be conftant to thy content, lone po- 
ett, hate pedantiſme. Vade, va- 
le, caue ne titubes, man- 


dataq; frangas. 


Thineintirely, 


Tho.Naſhe, 


— Ms: — — 
Boy 


ö . — 
. * 
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1 Readers. 


hathmade mee breake my daye with o- 


darting ofquils a while like the Porpentine. 

I know there want not welwillers to my diſgrace, 
who ſay my onely Muſe is contention ; and other, 
that with Tiberius (far pretending to {ce in the 
darke, take of ſtrange obiectes by them diſcouered 
inthe night, when in truththey are notling elſe but 


the glimmering of their eies. 


J will not hoſde the candle tothe Deuill, vnmaske 


my holiday Muſe to enuie; but if any ſuch deepe in- 
ſighted detracter, will challenge mee to whatſoeuer 
quiet aduenture of Art wherein he thinkes mee leaſt 
conuerſant, hee ſhall finde that I am Tam Mer curis 
quam Marti, a Scholler in ſomething elſe but con- 


tention. 


If idle wittes will needes tye knottes on ſmooth 
bulruſhes with their tongues, faith the worlde might 
thinke I had little to attend, "a I ſhould goe about to 


Nlooſe them with my penn , 


5 Entlemen, the ſtrong fayth you haue 
concciuꝰd, that I would do workes ofſu- 
pererrogation in anſwering the Doctor, 


her important buſines I had, and ſtand 


| 


1 eds. 


1 
To the Reader: 


T cannot tell ho it comes to paſſe but in theſeill 
eide daies of ours, euery man delights with Ixion to 
beget children of clouds, digge for Pearles in dung- 


hils, and wreſt oyle out of iron. | 
Poore Pierce Pennileſſe,hauc they turnd to a con- 
juring booke , for there is not that line in it, with | 
which they doo not ſeeke to raiſe vpa Ghoſt, and 
like the hog chat conuerts the ſixth part of his meate {| 
into briſtels, ſo haue they conuerredfaxe parts of-my 
booke into bitternes. 178. 
Aretint in a Commedie of his, wittily complai- 
neth that vpſtart Commenters, with thejr Annotati- 
ons and gloſes, had extorted that ſenſe and Morall 
out of Perrereb,which if Perrarch were aliue a hun- 
dred Strappadoes might not make him confelle ot 
ſubſcribe too; So may I complaine that raſh heads, 
vpſtart Interpreters, haue extorted & rakte that vn- 
reuerent meaning out of my lines, which athouſand — 
deaths cannot make mee ere grant that I dreamd off. | 
Io them that are OY their o ne icalous 
2 and no _ — — of mine, this 
aduice by the example will Lge, | 
One Homes. 2 — ; and A 
telling him hee was miſcrably raid on ſuch a day ina 
Sermon at Saint Maries in Cambridge, but quoch he 
{in his puling manner of ſpeaking) did be name me, 
did he name me, I warrant you goe and as ke hum, and 
hee will ſay hee meant not mee; So they that are vn- 
oundedly offended at any thing in Pierce Penni- 
e,, firſt let them looke if I did name them; it not, 
but the matter hangeth in ſuſpence, le t them ſend to 
mee for my expoſition, and not buy it at the ſeconde 
hand, and I doe not doubt but they will be through 
ly ſatisfſie © | 112 
B „ 
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lee that wraps himſelfe in earth like the Foxe, co 
Its catch birds, may haps haue a hcauy cart go ouct hun 
before he de aware, and breake his back. | 
| A number of Apes maygetthe glowwormei inthe; - | 
night, and thinkoto kind'e dire with ir, becauſe it gli- 
ſters ſo. but God vote they are beguiled it proues in 


45 


| the end to be but fools fire, the poore wayme alone, 
with their blowing is warmed, they ſtatud fur colde 
whiles their wood isvntoucht. Who buta Foppe wil 
labour to anatomize a Flye? Fables were freed any? 
g 125 bondman toſpeake in old i time, ave/ſepedar an in- 
ſtance/ their alluſion was not teſttaned to any parti- 
cular humor of ſpite, but generally aꝑplyed to a ge- 
neftall vice. Nowa man miy not talke of a dog. but it 
is ſurmiſed he aimes at him that giueththe — his 
Cxeſt, hes cannot namę ſtraw, but hee muſt plucke a 
_ wheare ſheaffein pieces, ulm. faciunt viwhil 
Sntelligan | a* ti 101319417 
OV Vier euer they be cht tun pvetlecute Art( as the 
Alcumiſts are ſaid to perſecute Nature) l would wich 
them to rebate the edge of their tri, and not grinde 
their colours ſo harde 5 hauing tounde that v iebis 
blacke, let them notwith ourforenamed Gold-falſi- 
fiers,ſecke for a ſubſtance that is blacker that blaths 
or angle forfiogs in aclearefountaine. ee. 
From the admanitionof — — 
Rerers. come to Ibr lil cmpio nuf ehe three bre- 
+br#y; he forſooth 8 the firſt that ſhal giue Pierce 


Petnleſe ann ylactt. > 1& bah TIS * 
Ati notinough that hee bepiſthis credite about 


ceiel@opeciet 280, with Three proper and wit tie fami- 
iar letters, but ſtill he muſt be running onthe letter * 


an abuſing the Quecnes 2185 yarhon: wo 
{5% mercie. | 2 * 


— 


0 


* 
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ro the Reade Is 
Zee it Knowne vnto you (Chriſtian Readers)rhis 
man is a foreſtallet ofthe maket offame, an ingroſſer 
ofglorie, a mounte bancke of ſtrange wordes, ameere 
marchant of babies andconny-skins. 
Hold vp thy hand ꝙ. . thou art heere indited for 
an incrocher vpon the fee - ſimple ofthe Latin, an ene- 
mie to Carriers, as one that takes their oceupation 
out oftheir hands and doſt nothing but tranſport let- 


ters vpand downein thy owne commendation, a con- 


ſpiratour and practiſer to make Printers rich, by ma- 
king tlry ſelfe ridiculous, a manifeſt briber of Booke- 
ſellers and Stationers, to helpe thee te ſell away thy 
\ bookes(whoſe impreſſion thou paidſt for) that thou 
mayſt haue money to goe home to Trinitie Hall to 
diſcharge thy commons. | 0 


I ay no more but Lord haue mercie ypenthee; for 


thou art falne into his hands that will plague thee. 


Gentlemen, will you be inſtructed in the quarrell 


that hath cauſd hiiu lay about him with his penne 
and inckehorne ſo couragiouſſy. About two yeeres 
ſince (a fatall time to familiar Epiſtles) a certayne 
[ Theologicall gimpanado, a demie diuine, no higher 
than a Tailors prefing iron, brother to this huge 

-booke-beare, that writes himſelfe One of the Empe- 
reur [nitinians Courtiers, too ke vppon him to ſet his 
foote to mine, and ouer- crow mee with comparatiue 
tearmes. I proteſt I neverturnd vp any coviheard to 


looke for this ſcarabe flye. I had no conceitas then of 


diſcouering a breed of fooles in the three brothers 
_ - bookes : marry when Ibeheld ordinance plant ed on 
edge oſ the pulpit againſt me, & that there was no re- 
medy but the blina Viear would needslet flie at me 
«with his Churchdore keics,& curſe me with bel, book 

and candle, becauſe in my Alphabet of Idiots Ihad 
_ $2 6: B 2 Ouex- 
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The Epiſtlie 
duer-skipt the Hs, what could I doe but draw vppon 
him with my penne, and defende my ſelfe with it and 
a paper buckler as well as I might, 

Say Iam as veriea Turke as hee that tliree yeeres 
ago ranne vponropes, if euer I ſpe.d eyther his or a- 
nie of his kindreds name in reproch, before hee bar kt 
Aàdãgainſt mee as one of the enemies of the Lambe of 
God, and fetcht alluſions out of the Buttery to de- 
baſe mee. +0 
Heete beginneth the fray. I'vpbraid godly predi - 
cation with his wicked conuerſation, I ſquirt mkeine 
to his decayed eyes with iniquitie to mend their diſe 
caſed ſight, that they may a little better deſcend into 1 
my ſchollerſtup and leaming, The Eccleſiaſtical duns 
inſtead of reccuery waxeth ſtarke blind thereby (as a 
pr eſeruatiue to ſome, is poyſon to re hee gets an 
olde Fencer his brother to be reuengdon me form 
Phificke; who flouriſhing about my eares with his 


two hand ſworde of Oratory and Poetry, peraduen- E 
ture ſhakes ſome of the ruſt ofitonmy ſhoulders, but 
_ otherwiſe ſtrikes mee not but with the ſhadowe ofit, A 


which is no more thanaflappe with the falſe ſcabberd +. 
ofcontumelie: whether am I in this caſe to arme mi 
ſelfe againſt his intent of iniurie, or ſitte ſtill with my 
finger in my mouth, in hope to bee one of fimplicities 
martyrs. | x 
A queſtofhonorable minded Caualiers go vppon 2 
it, and if they ſhall find by the Law ofarmes or of ale, 
that I beeing firſt prouokt, am to bee inioynde to the 4 
peace, or be ſworne true ſeruant to cowardize & pa- 
_ _ tience, when wrong preſſeth mee to thewarres; then {|| 
wil | bind my ſelſe prentiſe to a Cobler, and freſh n- 
derlay all thoſe writings of mine that haue trodde a- 
WLJE.. | | 
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: to the Reader. | ; 
Be aduertiſed (gentle audience) that the DoFors 


>| proccedings haue thruſt vpon mee this ſowterly Me- 


taphor, who firſt contriuing his confutation in a ſnort 
Pamphlet of ſix leaues like a paire of ſummer pumps: 
after ward (winter growing on) clapt a paire of dou- 
ble ſoales on it like a good husband, added eight 
ſheets more, and prickt thoſe ſheets or ſoal es as full of 
the hob- nayles ofreprehenſion as they could ſticke. 
It is not thoſe his new clowted ſtartops iwis, that 
ſhall carry him out of the dure. 1 
Sweet Gent emen, be but indifferent, and you ſhal. 
ſee mee deſperate. Heere lies my hatte, and there my 
cloake, to which I reſemble my two Epiſtles, 
being the vpper garments of my booke, 
as the otherof my body : Saint 
Fame for mee, and thus L 
nume ypon lum. 
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Letters 


” Confared... ue LIC 13 
No Dh ITN 
a nnen een Ar. 1 
ä eben ne . Gdbriely bu 9a 
* | brielſſime G no Angellbut AN- 
I-GELOS; ide; Wee enen 
4 Meſſenger twixt Maiſtèr Bur Mai 
be der Demetrine- Behold, here tand hs 5" 
that will make it good on thy foure Letter bodie; 
that thou art a filthy vaine foole Thy boch beemI 
mend as very well puntęd elde werbe, 
nf beczuſe all men diſlike it. run e 
5 Iagree with thee that there are in it ſome wartery'> 
ix of Note for tliere art a great many barefogte rimeꝝ 
1 init that goe as iumpe ns — — baflet- 
= viakervnath:: and it according to theit mammet vo 
bhuadtumd them ouer the headit had heene were the 
= worlc, fot by hat meanesyournighchauehad your 
name chauntedim eu ey nururæ a the ſtreete hon 
® .. , thewhichtherecan be nothing more weledina tex $8477 


7 doulce to your denine Emtelechy . O they would haue 
'* Ttrowldoft brauely to the tune of O mas in Deſpera - 


tion, and like Marenzos Madrigals, the mournefull 
note naturally haue affected rhe miſ cable Dittie, - 
Doe you 2 knowe your owne misbegotten bodgery 
E melech 


» 
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Foure Letters 
Entelechy and addewlce . V Vith theſe two Hermo- 
— Phrales, being halfe Latin and halfe Engliſh, 
Laſt . 8 the very guts of the n 


| Letters. 
To al curtedus mindes a will eue = rea. 
ding. 
In ** abſence this be delivered to Megge Curtis 
in Shorditch to ſtop muſtard pots with, 
The particular Coments, 
L. of Preface to corrreous mindert. 2 


C- As much to ſay, as Proface, much good doit you 
would it were bettet for you. 


L. Letter to M.Emunuel Demetrins,with ſons 
wet thereto annexed. 


C. That is, as it were apurgation vpona yomir,bus= 
Lins vpon pantophles. 7 nõ˖, 

I. A Lerter te Al. Bird. 

S Or little matter wrapt vp in many words, 


Naß A Letter to cuerie fauorable and indifferent Ren 
C ef, An exhortation to allReaders, thatthey 
ſhallreade nothing but his works. 
I. Another letterco rhe ſame extorted after tbe veſt. 
C. By interpretation a Letter whereof his inuention 
dad a hard ſtoole, and yet it was for his eaſe, though 


not tor ls lioneſtie: andſo forth, as the Cane ſhall di- 
rect you at lunge. 


2 


Heere bexinneth 0 firſt Er iRle 


andfirſt Booke of Orator Gabriell to the — 
linaries or Philippicks. 


1 it diuul ged, that venumis venum amd wil in- 


infect, that that which i is done, cannot (de fato)be - 
vndone, that fauour is acurteous Reader, 


and G. Hour T 


A Comment vpon the Text. 


mr He learned Orator in this Epiſtle take 
y preciſe order he will not be too eloquent 


Handyet it ſhall be (. as well for enditing 
IJ vrworthie to be publiſhed, as fer publiſbing 


vnwort hie to be endited, 


¶ Hehad many aduerſaries in thoſe times that he 


wrote, amongſt the which Cloth- breeches and Vel- 
uet· brech es (his fathers mw rty,and hisowne pride 


vyere none of the meane 


Afterchemſtart vp cne Pierce Pennileſſe, and hee 


likewiſe was aſtumbling blocke in his way, (Penurie 


not long tarries after pride; pray all the ropes in Safe 
fron Waldenthat] do not propheſie,) Amen, A men, 


| quoth M. Bird and M,Demttrins, 


Hee forbeares to ſpeake much in this place ofthe 
one or the other, becauſe his letters are more forv ward 


to accuſe them they their owne books to condemne them; 
yetfor « touch by the way, hee talksthat Greene is no 


OP A C. liuerey 
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| liv erey for this w inter it is it ifwlly blaſt edand faded in 
cuerie meade by the ſtrong breath of hisbarbariime, 
f Hee hath a twi teh at Pierce Permileſſe too, at the 
parti nag Rite, and rearms him the Demers Orator by pro- 
eſcien, and hes Dames Poet by pratti/e - wherein mee 
whinks(the ſutreuerente ois works not impaired he 
ha th ve ie highly ouerſhotte ſumſelfe: for no more is 
Pierce Pennileſſe to be caldthe Deuils Orator tor ma- 
king a Supplication to the Deuill, than hee is to bee 
he'\defor a Rhethoritian, tor ſetting foorth Gabrielis 
Soyruesi Rhetor wherein hee thouglit to haue knockt 
out the braines of poore Tuſlies Orat or, but in veri- 
tie did nothing elſe but gather a flaunting v nſauory 
1 nolegay out of his well furniſhed gar- 
aol n 
The aduancemẽt of the Deuils Oratorſhip, which 
he aſcribeth to Pierre Penmileſſe, me thinks had beene 
a ſit place for his Doctorſhip, hen hee miſt the Ora- 
torſhip of the Vniuerſitie, ofwhichinthe ſequele of 
his booke lie moſt ſlanderouſly complaineth. Docto 
Perne, Greene, no dead man he ſ pareth. 5 
What he ſhould ſabaudi by his Dames Poet, I ſcarſe 

per ehend, except this, that Pierce his Father was 


Dame Lawſ. Poet, ard writte many good!y ſtories of 


her in An Almond for Parrat. 


Thoſe that will take à Becture in our Orators let 


ters, muſt not read, excuſe, commend, credite or beletue 
enie approoxed truth in Pierce Pennileſſe, eſpecially if 
it be any thing that ypbraideth the great Baboune 


brother. | | 
. Hee will ſtoppe the beginning, id eſt, when hee hath 
come behind a man and broke his head, ſec ke to bind 
him to the good abearing, or elt the ende were bke to 
freue peru t is u and perillous to his confuſion. 
„ | brat 


— . 


now _ haſt quite ſpoi d thy ſelſe, fronithe Hute = 0 
5 45 


Conluted 0 1 

Somewhat hee mutter: 
mendation, & what a hell itis for him that hath built 
his heauen in vaine- glory, cu bee puld by the ſlecue, 
and bidde Reſpice ſunem, looke backe to his Fathers 
houſe; but l ouer{lippe it as friuolous, becauſe all the 
world knowes him better than he knowes himlelte; & 
though he play the Phariſie neuer ſo in juſtifiyng a 
owne innocence, theres none will beleeue him. -;: 
Let this bee ſpoken once for all as I haue a ſoule to 
aue, till this day in all my life with tongue norpenue 


did I euer in the leaſt worde ortittle derogate front 


the Doctor. Ifhis brother (uithout any former pro- 
uocariniron my part God is my witneſſe )rayld au me 
- .ciy,expreily namde mee, compard mne to Mar- 
ton, indeuordro take from mee all eltimuationol. Arte 
ot wicte haue I not cauſe to beſtirre mee? i 
Gabriel, ill beſtirremee ora Illi — > 
Knight. thou crau ſt of laſtire to do hee regſan; as fx 
ie and calumay, I teturne them in thy face, 
that in one booke ot rennethecrs. of paper, dall pubs 
lit about uo hundred lies, Hog 3603 tels 
Had they been wittie lies, or merry lics;they: wenld 
neuerhanegreen'd mee:! but palpable lies dartped 
les lies as b a3 one of che Guarc s.chyneztbeete, 
who ean abi 19 di at chive 
Ile make — — beczuſe I loue (i ex 
(not: )whenT was in Cambridge and but a child 


vas indifferentl y perfwaded oſthee: mee though hy 


thy apparell and thy gitethou qhouldſt haue hoene a 
fine fellow : Litle did l ſuſpect that thou ert bro- 
ther to. ſo. Paan vhominwardly 1 alwaiesg; ud d at 
for writing. a gainſt ¶Ariſfotie) or:any,obrethis:of 
Hempethalkbura Caualier of a clean contrary houſe, 


ofdefamation and ius com- 
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the head l can tell how thou art faſhioned. 
Teterrime frater, and not fraterrime frater, maiſt 
thou verie wotully exclaime, for in helping him thou 
haſt crackt thy credit through the ring, made thy in- 
famie currant as farre as the Queenes coyne goes. 
But it may be thou halt a ſider cloke for this quar- 
rell, thou wilt obie thy Father was abuſd, & that 
made thee write. What by mee, or Greeze,or both? 
Iby Greene and not mee, thou ſhouldſt haue vrit- 
ten againſt Greene and not mee. If by both, Iwill an- 
ſwere for — not by both, therefore I will aun» 
ſwere but for one. e 
—Giue an inſtance ifthou canſt for thy life yerin in 
any leafe of Pierce Penileſſe I had ſo much as halfe a 
ſillables relation to thee, or offred one iot of indigni- 
tie to thy Father, more than naming the greateſt dig · 
nitiehehath,when for varietie of Epithites Ecaldethy 
1 ther the ſounc ofa Ropemaker.. nn 
Ne ſhall haue a good ſomne of you anone ifyou be 
aſhamdotyourfathers occupation: ah thou wile nere 
thriue, that art beholding to à trade, and canſt not a- 
hide to heare of irt. b, 
Thou doſt liue by thegallows, & wouldſt not baue 
a ſhooe toput on thy footifthy father had no trafſike 
with the hangman. Had I a Ropemakerto my father, 
& ſdme body had caſtit inm teeth, I would foortn- 
with haue-writin praiſe of Ropemakers, & prouꝭ d it 
by ſoũd ſillogiſtry to be ons ofthꝛe y. liberal ſeiences. 
Sonievchat I am priuie to the cauſe of Greenes in- 
neiglüungagainſt the chree brothers. Thy hot - ſpitited 
brother Richard (a notableiruffian with his peu) ha- 
uing firſt tooke vpon him in his blundring Perſiual to 
play the latke of both ſid es tvvixt Martin and vs, and 
„ eee 
ha opPois 


oppoſde themſelues againſt the openſlaunder of that 
mightie platformer of Atheiſme, preſently after drib- 
bed forth another fooles bolt, a booke I ſhoulde ſay, 
which he chriſtened The Lambe of God. Th 
That booke was a learned booke,a labourd bogke; 
tor three yere before he put it in print, 2 
it all without booke. e e 
I my ſelfe haue ſome of it in a booke of Setmons 
that my Tutor at Cambridge made mee gather euery 
Sunday. Then being very yoong, I countedit the ab- 
iecteſt and frothieſt forme of Diuiitie that came in 
that place. Now 1 age and Art, I 
confirme my ill opinion of it. 2. 1b 
Neither do I'vrge this as if it were a hainous thing 
for amanto put ſermons in print after hee preacht 
them, but obſerue the proud humor of the pert Didi- 
mus, that thinks nothing hee ſpeakes but deſerues to 
be put in print, and ſpeakes not that ſentence in the 
Pulpit, which before he rough hewes notouer with 
his penne. Beſides, I taxe him for turning an olde 
coate (like a Broker) and ſelling it ri a ne. 
Theſe and a thouſand: more imperfections might; 
haue beene buried with his bookes in the bottome of 
a drie· fatte, and there ſlept quietly amongſt the iha« 
uings ofthe Preſſe, if in his Epiſtle he had not beene ſo 
arrogantly cenſoriall. en 
Not mee alone did hee reuile and dare to the eom- 
bat, but glickt at Pap- hate het once more, and miſter - 
med all our other Poets and writers about London, 
piperly make - plaies and make-batees. 
Hence Greene, beeing chicfe agent for the compa- 
nie ( for hee writ more than foure other, how well I 
will not ſay: but Sat citd, ſi ſat bend) tooke occaſi. 
on to canuaze him a little tin his Cloth-breeches 
„ 3 and 
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and Velvet breeches,and becauſe by ſome probable 
collections hee geſt the elder brothers hand was in it, 


be coupled them botli in oneyoake and to fulfill the 


prouerbe Tria ſunt omnia thruſt in the third brother 
who made a perfect parriallof Pamphleters. 
About ſome ſeauen or eight lines it was which 
hath pluckt onan inuectiue of lo many leaues. Had 
hee liu d Gabriel, and thou ſhouldiſt ſo vnarteficially 
and odiouſly h beld againſt him as thou haſt done, 
he would haue made thee an example of ignominy 
to all ages that art to come, and driuen thee to eate 
thyowne booke butterd, as Iſawe him 1nake an Ap- 
parriter once in a Tauerneate his Citation axe and 
All, very handſomly ſeru'd twixttwo diſhes. 7 
Out vppon thee for an arrant dog-killer, luke: a 


man whenheis dead. 7 


So Hares may pull dead Liowi by the beards; 
Memorandum, 1 borrowed this ſentence out of a 
Play. The TheaterPoets hall; hath many moreſuch 
proucrbestoperſccute thee with, becaufe th ou haſt 
ſo lo C:ornefully derided th eit profeſſion, and deſpite= 
fully maligned honeſt mn) as 
Before I vnbowell the leane Carcaf ce ofthy book 


any further, Ile drinke one cup ot lambiwooll, ro abe 


Lambe of God aridbis enemies. 
In the firit toure leaues of it Thaue Gngled, out 
theſe Godly and fruitfull obſeruation. 
Noble Lord I doe it enen you former premiſes ; not 
for any future conſequents.- - 
My books is not worthy of fo bonerable ſpecialitic as 
our Patronage. 
I will not proſecute it with Theolog icall peeniars but 
from the month of the ſword I Brake, C . 
Tbe hearts of the W RE ſpirits faile them, 


they 
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they may well call for butter ont of a Lordliedifh,  .. 
lou that hee gentle Readers doe you not laugh at 
this Lawiers cngiuh of former premifſes and future 
conſequents, K . 15 
O finica litie your Patronag es ſpeciallitie, but if he 
proſecute it with Theological peculiars, we mult nee s 
thruſt him inter ones & — & reliqua pecora campi. 
From the mouth of the ſword I ſpeake it, that but- 
ter ont of a Lordly diſÞ is but lewd diet for the Pulpit, 
But tlus is not halte the littour of inckehorniſme, 
that thoſe foure pages haue pigd , I muſt tell youof 
the Oflonarinm of Ram, the Seſquiamus of Phrigius, 
the Carthuſiamſme of ulielmus Kekel, of Annals Pi- 
aries, Coronolog ies & Tropologicall ſchoolemen , The 
eAbetils of the eAthiopians. or Pretoioannans , of 
Gulielmus minatenſis S. lerome all:gorized & Abate 
, Ly ra, Gry ſon, Port a, Pantaleon. . 
\]I which hee reckons vp to make the world be- 
leeue he hath read much but alleadgeth not hing out 
of them : Nor I thinke on my conſcience euer read 
or knew what they meane, but as he hath ſtole them 
by the vcholeſale out of ſome Bookſellers Catalogue, 
ora table of Tractats. 23 0 
Here ate ſome of his profounde Annotations, Ja- 
cob tooke Leali for his bedfellowe in the dar kg by night iu 
ſteede of Racliell, hereby Ilearne to buy my wife can- 
= te goe to bed withall, and admit ber not by darke but 
light. | EX | 
I 20 ob was deceined by Labans wordt: ergo, Obßligati- 
ant are better than bils , and we muſt belieue no man ex- 
_ cept he will maxe und multiplie in words, and call inke & 
parchment towitnes © | 
Iacob /aide pilledrods with white firakes in the va. 
trin g places of the ſucepe , whereby [note that in carnal 
| Ray _ mixture 


. 
| 
: 


 withall. - 
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7 mixture the ſenſes are opened. flats 


Iudge you that be the Fathers of the Church whe. 
ther tlus be fit matter to ediſie or no. | 

It was not for nothing brother Richard that Greeve 
told you you kiſt your Pariſhioners wi ves with holy 
kiſſes, tor you that wil talk of opening the ſenſes by car. 


nal mixture (the very act of lecherie)in a Theological 


Treatiſe, and in the Pulpit, I am afraide in a priuater 
place you will practiſe as much as you ſpeake. Hemi. 
net rarò niſi male locuti mali faciunt. Olet hircum, olet 
hircum,anic modeſt care would abhorre to heare it. 
Farewell yncleane Vicar, and God make thee an 
honeſt man, for thou art too baudy for mee to deale 
It followes in the Text. 

To my verie good friend Afaiſter Emannuell Deme- 
enus, | : | 

This Letter of M. Bird to M. Demerrins, ſhoulde 


| ſeeme by all reference or collation of ſhles, to bee a 
Tetter which M. Birds ſecretarie Doctour abriell in- 


dited for him in his owne praiſe, and got him to ſette 
hand to when he had done. Or rather it is no letter, 
but a certiſicate(ſuch as Rogues haue) from the head 
men ofthe Pariſh where hee was borne, that Gabriel 
it an excellent general Scholler, and bis Fatber of good 


behanionr. | 


We will not beleeue it except wee ſee the Towne 
ſeale ſette to it: but ſay wee ſſiould beleeue it, what 
doth it make for thee? Haue the Towneſmen of Sef- 


Fon Muldon euer heard thee preach, that they ſhould 


commend thee for an excellent generall ſcholler? or 
(becauſe thou profe ſſeſt thy ſelf a Ciuilianthaſt thou 


Jollicited any of their cauſes in the bawdy Courtes 


cherabouts. If not, go your wayes a dolt as you came, 
Maiſter 
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* Confuted. 


_— Birdes Letterſhall not repriue you from the 
ladder, - wh 
But Velnet-brecches and Cloth-breeches(by the 
ĩudgement of the beſt man of none of the leaſt rowns 
in Fiſex)« 4 fantaſticall and fond Dialogue, and one of 
| the moſt licentlions intollerable inuectiues that euer hee 
i - on. | | 
13 Why? | 7 Of 3 
In it is abuſed an auncient neighbour of bis. 
How is heabulſed > # 5 
In ſtead of ls name, hee is called by the craft het 
gets his liuing with. oth; | 
He hath borne office in V Valden aboue twenty yere 
fuce(hoc eſt had the keeping ofthe Towne ſtocke,a- 
lias the ſtocks)Ergo he is no Rope-maker. 
He hath maintaind foure ſonnes at Cambriage: Ego 
big is a lewd fellow to ſay he gets his liumg back- 
war Sir © 
Three of his ſomes vninerſally ridicalonſlie reputed 
of, for inamoratos on their one works) in beth Uni- 
werſities and the whole Realme,The fourth is ſhrunke in 
1 the wetting, or elſe the Print ſnoulde haue heard of 
Dne of the three whomthe Quip entitles the Phy- 
ſition) returning ſiche from Norwitch to Linne in Iulie 
laſt, was paſt writing any more Almanackes, before 
Greene ere imagined God had thought ſo well of him 
to take him to him. 
Liner polt quieſcat. Mother Liuers of Newington 
i; a better fortune- teller than he was a Phiſitien. 
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A Daſh through! the dudgen 


Sonnet a gainſt Greene. 


Put 27 thy ſmaiter O gentle Peter, 

Aut bor and halter make but ill mecter. 

Iſcorne toantwer thy miſhapen rime, 

Blocks haue cald ichollers bayards ere this time. 


I would trot a falſe gallop through the reſt of his 
ragged Verſes, but that if l ſhould retort his rime dog- 
rell aright, I mult make my verſes (as he doth his) run 
hoblumg like a Brewers Cartypon the (tones, and ob- 
ſerue nd len gth in their feete. which were abſurduns 

er abſurdins, to infe& my vaine with his imitation, 

The Analaſis of the whole is this; an olde mecha- 


nical me eeter- munger would faine rallef he had anie 


witte. If Greene were dogge- ſichę and brain- ſiche, ſure 
he (poore ſecular Satiriſf s dolt- ſicke and brainleſſe 


that with the toothleſſe gums of his * ſo betug - 


getli a dead man. 
But I cannot be induced to be eue a giaue man of 


his ſort ſhqu d be ere ſo rauingly bent: when all coms 


to all , ſhorteſt vowels and longeſt mutes will bewray it 


to bee a webbe of your owne loomes l. Gabriel: vou 
ute foorth many ſuch phraſes in the courſe of your 


booke, which I will point at as I paſſe by. 
Iwill nat robbe youof your duc commendationin 
any thing: in this Sonuet you haue counterfeited tlie 


file of the olde Vice in the Morrals, as right vp and 
done as may be. 


Let. Greene the Connycatcher of this dreame the author, 
For bis aamtie d:uiſe defernerb the hanter, 


Vice, 


8 
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Confuted. 
Dice. Hey nan a non ſir, ſoft let mee make water, 
VVhip it to go, Ile kiſſe my maiſters daughter, 
Tum diddy, tum da, falangtedo diddle, 

Sol la me fa ſol, conatus in fiddle. 


Tam afraide your Doctors fart will fall out to be a 
fatall foyſt to your breeches, if we followe you at the 
hard heeles as we haue begaunn. 

Thou ſhaltnot breath a whit, trip and goe, turne o- 
uer a new leafe. 
 CHMaiſter Bird in the abſence of M. Demetrius. 
Perge porrò. I found his wife curteou, barlady ſir but 
that is ſuſpitious. 7 


A woman is well holpen vp that does you any cur- 


teſie in the abſence of her husband, when you cannot 
keepeit to your ſelfe, but you muſt blab it in print. 


If it were any other but Miſtris 3 rar 


indued 


I haue heard to bea modeſt ſober woman, an 


with many vertues) I would play vpon it a litle more. 


In regard that ſhee is ſo, I forbeare; and craue pardon 
in that I haue ſpoken ſo much, 
Vet would 1 haue her vnderſtand, how well zhe ge- 
nerall ſcholler her gueſt hath rewarded hir for his kind 
entertainment, by bringing her name in quei tion in 
rint. E 
of M. Bird and Demetrius, Ik no 
fight, but this Ile ſay, being of that welth you are, you 
had better haue ſpent a great deale of money, tlian 
come in the me > of this baſe companion, 
VVhat reaſon haue ] (ſeeing your names ſubſcri- 


bed as his bolſterer, in a matter of defame that con- 


eernes mee) but to go through ſlitch with you as well 
as him. WD „ 


He thinłs to ouer- beare vs as poore beggers with 


D 2 the 


e neither of you by 
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the great oſtentation of your richacquaintance, 
Leette all Noblemen take heede how they giue this 
Thraſo the leaſt becke or countenance, for if they be- 
ſtowe but halſe a glaunce on him, hele ſtraight put it 
veiie ſolemnly in print, and make it ten times more 
than it is. Fl 
Ile tell you a merryiecaſt, 

The time was when this Timotbie Tiptoes made a 
Latine Oration to her Maieſtie. Her Highnes as ſhee 
is vnto all her ſubiects moſt gratious: ſo to ſchollers 

ſhe is more louing and affable than any Prince vnder 
heauen. In which reſpect, of her owne vertue and not 
his deſert, it pleaſed hir ſo tohuwble the height of hir 
iudgemeut, as tograce him a little whiles he was pro- 
nouncing, by theſe or ſuch like tearmes. Tix 4 good 
pret ie fellow, a lookes like an [talian, and after hee had 
concluded, to call him to kiſſe her royall hand. Here- 
vppon hee goes home to his ſtudie all intraunced, 
and writes a whole volume of Verſes; firſt De vnl- 
15 tu Itali, ofthe countenance of the Italian; and then 
De oſculo manus , of his kiſſing the Queenes hande. 
VVhich two Latin Poems hepubliſht in abookeof 
his cald ¶Æ des Valdinenſes, proclaiming thereby (as 
it were to England, Fraunce, Italie and Spaine, what 
fauour hee was in with her Maieſtie. ON 
] diſmiſle this Parentheſir,and come to his next bu- 
fineſſe, which indeede is his firſt buſineſſe: for tyll 
Greene awakte him out of his ſelfe admiring contem- 
lation, hee had nothing to doe, but walke vnder the 
we tre e at Trinitie hall, and ſay: 


| What may I cal this tree an Ewe tree O bonny Ewe tree 
| Needaato thy boughs will bow this kneezand vale wy Lonnetos 
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_ Confuted. 


Or make verſes of weathercocks on the top of ſtee⸗ 
ples, as he did once of the weathercocke of Alhallows 
in Cambridge: 


Othou weathercocke that ſtands on the top of the Church of Alhallows, 
Come thy waies down it chou darſt for thy crowne and take the wall on vs. 


1 O Heatheniſh and Pagan Hexamiters, come thy 
waies down tro thy Doclourſbip. & learne thy Primer 
of Poetry over again, for certainly thy pen is in ſtate 
4 Reprobate with all men of iudgement and rec- 
„ LAN 
Come thy waies downefrom thy Doctourſhip ſaid 
12 Erraui demens thou neuer wentſt vp to it yet. 
Fie on hypocriſie and Diſſimulation, that men 
ſhould make themſelues better than they are. 
Alas a Gods will thou art but a plaine motheaten 
MNaiſter of Art, and neuer pollutedſt thy ſelfe with a- 
ny plaiſter of Doctourſhip. „a 
Liſt Pauls Churchyard (the peruſer of euerie mans 
works & Exchange of all Authors) you are a many 
of you honeſt fellows, and fauour menof wit, 
So it is that a good Gowneanda well pruned paĩre 
of mouſtachios, hauing ſtudied ſixteene yeare to 
make thirteene ill engliſh Hexameters , came to the 
Vniuerſity Court regentium & nos to ſue fora com- 
miſſion to carry two faces in a hoode, they not vſing 
to deny honour to any man that deſerued it, bad him 
performe al! the Schollerlike ceremomes and diſpu- 
tatiue right appertaining thereto, and he ſhould bee 
inſtalled. 15 
Noli me tangere, he likt none of that. ' 
A ſtripling that hath an indifferent prety ſtoc ke, of - 
reputation abroade in the worlde already, and ſome 
credit amongſt his neighbours as he thinketh, Ar 


giſme. 


Foure Letters 
be loth to ĩeoperd all at one throwe at the dice. 

If hee ſhould haue diſputed for his degree, diſcen- 
ded in arenam & puluerem Philoſophicum , and haue 
beene foild, «Aih me quoth V Vit in lamentable ſort, 
what ſhould haue become of him, hee might haue 
beene ſhot through ere hee were aware with a Sillo- 


No point, Ergo, it were wiſely done of goodman 
Boores ſonne if he ſhould goe to the warres for honor 
and returne with a wodden legge,whenhe may buy a 
Captaineſhip at home better cheape. | 
Pumps and Pantofles becauſe they were well blackt 
and gliſtered iolly freſhly on it, being rubd ouer with 
inke, had their grace at length to be Doctour Ea lege, 
that they ſhould do their acts (that is, performe more 


than they were able) 
Curſt be the time that euer tſiere were any obliga- 


tions made with conditions, Dude habe as querit nemo 


ſed oportet habere , Howe Dorbell comes to bee Do- 


Cour none asks, but Doctour hee mult bee to make 


him right worſhipfull. „ 
Acts are but idle wordes, and the Scripture faith, 


wee muſt giue account for euery idle word. 


Pumps and Pantofles ſweare they will iet away 


with a cleare conſcience at the daie of iudge:nent, and 


therfore do no Acts, giue no offence with id e words, 


onelie like a Hauke let flie at a Partridge, that turnes 


the taile and betakes her to a walnut- tree, ſo to Ox- 
ford they trudge hauing their grace ad diſputandum, 


and there are confirmed in the {ame degree they took 


at Cambridge: which is as if a Prentiſe heere in 
London, as ſoone as hee is enrould, jhould runne to 
ſomeſuch Tone as Ipſwich, and therecraueto haue 


kis Freedome confirmd as oſ London, which in truth 


Confuted. 
is no Freedome becauſe hee hath not ſeru'd out his 
prentiſhip, _ 5 
Tiruſt mee not for a dodkin, if there bee not all 
the Doctourſhiphee hath, yet will the inſolent inke- 
horne worme write himſelfe Right worſhiptull of 
the Lawes, and perſonate this man and that man, 
calli 3 him my good friend Maiſter Doctour at cuery 
word. 


Doctour or no Doctour Greene ſurfeted not of 
Pickled hearing but of an exceeding feare of his Fa- 
miliar Epiſties, * f 

Hee offred in his extreameſt want twentie ſpillings to 

the Printer to leaue o ut the matter of the three bro- 
thers. 
Hud facile credo, I am ſure the Printer beeing of 
that honeſtie that I take him for, will not afficme _- 
ir. 
Marry this Imuſt ſay, there was a learned Do- 
Cour of Phiſicke (to whom Greene in his ſickeneſſe 
ſent for counſaile) that hauing read ouer the booke 
of Veluet breeches and Clothbreeches, and laugh- 
ing merrilie at the three brothers legend, wild Green 
in any caſe either to mittigate it or leaueit out: Not 
for any extraordinarie account hee made of the fra- 
ternitie of fooles , but for one of them was procee- 
ded iu the ſame facultie of Phiſicke hee profeſt, and 
will ing ie hee would haue none of that excellent cal- 
ling ill ſpoken oft. 15 | 

T his was the cauſe of the altringofit , the feare of 
his Phiſitions di pleaſure, not any feare elle. 

I keepe your conſcious inde with all other odde 
ends of your hal fe fd engliſh tilithe fuil concluſion 
of my booke, where in an honora ble Index they ſhall 
be placed according to their degree and N 3 

| Vee 
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Wearetovexe you mightely for plucking Eldertos | 
out of the aſhes of his Ale, and not letting him inioy 
his nappie muſe of ballad making to himſelfe, but 
now when he is as dead as dead beere, you muſt bee 
finding fault with the brewing of his meeters. : 
| Hough Thomas Delone, Phillip Stubs, Robert Ar- 
min, &c. Yourfather E/derton is abus'd. Reuenge, re- 
uenge on courſe paper and want of matter, that hath 


moſt ſacriligiouſſy contaminated the diuine ſpirit & 


quinteſſence of a penny a quart. 


4 


t . 


Helterskelter,feare no colours, courſe him, trounce 
him, one cup of perfect bonauenture licour will in- 
ſpire you with more wit and Schollerſhip than hee 
hath thruſt into his whole packetof Letters. 

Louthat bee lookers on perhaps imagine talke 

like a merry man, and not in good earneſt when] ſay 
that E/dertons ghoſt and Gabriel are at ſuch ods : but 
then you knowe nothing, for there hath beene mon- 
ſtrous emulation twixt Elderton and him time out of 
mind. Vea, they were riuals in riming foure yeare be- 
fore the great froſt, Hee expreſſely writ againſt him, 

15 895. In his ſhort but ſharpe and learned indgement of. 
Earthquakes, < 
Broome boyes, and cornecutters, (or whatſocuer 
trade is more contemptible) come not in his way, 
ſtand fortie foote from the execution place of his fu- 
rie, for elſe in the full tide of his ſtandiſh he will car- 
rie your occupations handſmooth out of towne be- 
fore him, belmeare them, drownethem,, downethe 

riuer they goe Priuily to the Ile of Dogges with his 
Pampblets. | | $5 BK: op 

O it is a peſtilent libeller againſt beggers , hee 
meanes ſhortly to ſet foorth a booke cald his Para- 
Phraſe vpon Paris Garden, vherein hee will ſo tam- 
5 | per 


* 
2 
< 
3 


-;-Contureds 


= * 


per with the interpreter ofthe Puppits, and betouſe 
Harry of Tame and great Ned, that Titius hall not 
vdbraid Caius with eneric thing and nothing, nor Zoy- 
| lus avre more flurt Homer, nor Therſites linea Aga- 
memnon. 3 5 
Holla, holla, holla, furt, fling, what reaſty Rheto- 
ric ke haue ve hereꝛcertes, certes brother hoddy doday, 
your penne is a coult by cockes bod). 
As touching the libertie of Orators and Poets, I 
will conferre with thee ſomewhat grauely, although 


thon beeſt a goole-cappe and haſt no judgement. 
Alibertie they haue thou ſayſt, bus ns liberty with. 
l eſu what miſter wonders doſt thou tell vs? euery 
thing hath an end, and a pudding hath two. + 
© 2 !:That\bbertie Poets of late in their inneftines haue 
exceeded they haue bornctheir ſword vp, where it is 


not lawfull fora 2 is but the page of pro- 


weſſe ta intermeddſ e. 
Thou bringſt in Mother Hubbard for an inſtance, 


Qu no further, but here confeſſe thy ſelſe a flat nodg- 
ſcomhe before all this congregation; for thou haſt 
ou by thy friend as homely as thou didſt by thy 
[1 3 . 1 . 
Who publikely accuſde or of late brought Mother 
Hubbard into que ſtion, that thou jhouldſt by rehear- 
fall rekindle againſt him the ſparkes of diſpleaſure 


that were quenched? LN 
Forgot hee the pure ſanguine of his Fairy Queen 
A pure ſanguine ſot art thou, that in vaine-glory to 


haue Spencer known for thy friend, and that thou haſt 


ſome intereſt in him, cenſereſt him worſe than his 


deadlieſt enemie would do, Y \ 
| 3 "8 


— „ 


and 10. 
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If any m in were vadeſerue dly toucht in it, hon 


haſt reuiued his diſgrace that was ſo toucht in it, by 
renaming it, lien ĩt was worn out of al mens mouths 


Beſides, whereas before I thought it a made mat- 


ter of toine malitious moralizets againſt him, and no 


ſubſtance oflluunderin truth, now hen thou (that 


© Proclaimelt thy ſelfe the only familiar of his boſome, 


and therefore jhouldſt know his ſecretes) giues ĩt our 


in print that he ouerſhotte himſelte therein it cannot 
chuſe but be ſulpected to be ſo indeed. 


Immortal! Spencer, no frailtie bath thy fame, but 


the imputationoftlus Idiots friendſhip : no an vn 
ed Fayrit 


ſpotted Pegaſis ſhould thy gorgeous atti 
Qxtens ride triumphant through all reports domini- 
ons, but that this mud- born bubble, this bile on the 
browe of the Vniuerſitie, this bladder ot pride newe 
blowne, challengeth ſome iutereſtin her proſperitie. 
Of pitch who hathany vſe at all, ſhall be abuſd by 
r fs 
High graſſe that fforiſheth fora ſeaſon onthe houſe 
toppe, fade cli before the haruett cals forit; and maye 


well make a fayreſhewe, but harh no ſweetneſſe in it. 


Such iz this Aſſe in preſent, this greſſe painted image 
of pride, who, would faine counterfeite a good witte, 
but ſcornfull pittie his beſt patron,knows it becomes 
him as ill, as an vnweldy Elephant to imitatea whelpe 


in his wantonnes. 


+ Iwote not ho it fals out, but his inuention is ouer- 
weapond; he hath ſome good words, but he cannot 
writhe them and toſſe them to and fro nimbly, or ſo 
apa that hee maye make one ſtreight 
thruſt at his enemies face. 15 
Coldly and dull idem per idem who cannot m_ 

ut 
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Confuted. | 
but with life and ſpirit to limne deadnes it ſelfe, Hoe 


oft Orators proprium. 


L. Inneflines by fanour bene beene roo bolde, and Sa- 


tires ij vſurpation e What pleaſure 


brings this tothe reader? Jacke of the Faleon in Cam- 
bridge can ſay as much and giue no reaſon for it. 
But I can prompt you with a demonſtration her- 


in Inuectiues haue been too bold. Do you remember 


what you writ in your Item for Earthquakes, of double 


= fecdlani,changeable Camelrons,o A ſpen leenes painted 


eat bos, and ſepulebers, Aſſesis Lions thinner, dung 
bill cockgs ſlipperie celes, dormiſe, &e. Beſides your te- 
ſtimoniall ot Doctour Perne, wherein it pleaſed you 
of your ſingular liberalitie and bountie to beſtowe v- 


pon this beautifull Excominny : A buſie and dir. xe 


bead, a brazen fore head,a leaden braine,a wodden witte, 
a copper face, a ſtomis breft, a factious and eluiſhbeart 4 
founder of nonelties , a con founder of his owne and bis 
friendes good giftes, a morning booke-worme, an after- 
noone malt. worme,a right Iug ler, as fullof his ſleighres, 
weles. fetches caſts ofle 


erdemaine, toyes to mocks Apes 
wichalodde bfr and 5 
Halde 


vaniſh practiſes as his akinne can 


Notwithſtanding all this os defie cut and longtaile, 


| that can accuſe you of any ſcandalous part either in word 


Twll, Horace,eArchilechus,eAriſtophanes, Lucian, 
Inhar, eArctine, goctor no paiment with you, their 
declamatory ſtiles brought to the grand teſt of your 
iudgement, are found counterfeit,they are a venemons 
and viperous brood of railers, becauſe 1455 haue broght 


in a new kind of a quicke fight, which your decrepue 


lo- mouing capacitie cannot fadge with. 


_ Tulh,tuſh , you take the grauc peake yppon you [ 
. E tos 


| 
| ; 
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too much, x ho would think you could ſo eafily ſhake 
off your olde friendes? Did not you in the fortie one 
Page line 2. of your Epiſtles to Colin (Tout vie this 
ſpeech? 3 20 


Extra iocum, I like your Dreames paſiing wel: an 


the rather becauſe they ſauor of that ſingular extraordi- 


wary vaine and inuention which [ ener fancied mo#t, and 
in a manner admired onely in Lucian, Petrarch, Are- 
tine, Paſquil, | | 


Die ſode:(godamercie on Dichę Soths four! for he 


was a better dauncer than thou art an enditer & with 
his legges he made ſome Muſic ke, there is none in thy 
Men anſwere mee briefly I ſay to the point, haue I 
varied one vowell from thy originall text in this al- 


legation. If not, Icannot ſee how the Doctours may 


well bee reconcild, one while to commend a man be- 
| cauſe his writings ſauour of that ſingular extraordinaria 


vaine which he onely admired in Lucian, Petrarch, A- 


retuie, paſquil: and then in another booke afterward 
to come and call thoſe ſingular extraordinaric admired 
men a venemous and viperous broodo frailerr. 


The auncienter ſort of Poets and Oratours ſhall 
plead their owneworthinelle, 
Twllie neuer ouerreached himſelf inrailing ſo much 


28 in flatterie. His Phillppicky (ſound Phyfick applide 
to a body that could not diigeſt it)are the things that 
eſpecially commendcd him to this art- thriuing age of 
ours, and had not theſe beene, hee would certainely 
baue beene ſentenced by a generall verdit of hiſto- 


ties, for a timerous time- pleaſer. 


VVbo cannot draw a curtaine before a deformed 
picture. Plautis per ſonated no Paraſite, but he made 


him a ſlaue ora bondman. 3 
Fawning and croutchung are the naturall geſtures 
| 


of 


* n i dg 


___ 


Conſtited. 


of feare, and if it bee a vertue for a vaſſaile to lie ke a 
mansſhooes with his tongue, ſure it is but borrowed 
trom the dogges, and ſo is biting too, ifit bee accom- 
panied with ouer loud barkmg, or in ſuch wiſe as it 
_ pinch but it mult breake the fleſh and drawe 
lou 
Horace, Perſeus, e my poore iudgment len- 
deth you plentitull allowance of applauſe: yet had 
you with the PHrigian melodie, that ſlirreth men vp 
to battaile and furie, mixt the Dorian tune, that fauo- 
rethmirth and pleaſure, your vnſugred pi les (howe- 
uer excellently medicinable ) would not haue beene 
ſo harſh in the ſwallowing, So likewiſe eArchilochus, 
thou like the preachersto the Curtizans in Ropine, 
that expound to them all Lawe and no Goſpel, art 
all gall and no ſpleene. Hence came it to paſſe, that 
Vith the meere effect of thy incenſed Lembickes thou 
mad ſt a man runne and hang himſelfe that had an- 
erd thee. 
Thee I imbrace eAriſtophaner, not ſo much tor thy 
Comcocdic otthe clowd which thou wrorlt againſt phi- 
lofophers;as for in al other thy inucntionsthoui inter- 
fuſeſt de Ache with reprehenſion. 
Lucian, lulian, Arotine, all three admirably bleſti in 
the abundant viftes of art and nature vet Religion 
which you ſought to ruinate,hathruinated your good 
names, and the oppoſing of 3 your eyes againſt the 
brighe ſunne; hath cauſd the worlde condemne your 
fight in all other thinges. I proteſt were you ought 
elſe but abhominab'e e Atheiſtes I wou'd obſtinat e- 
ly defende you, onely bec auſe Lawreate Gabriel a:08 
as wg ou. * VN 
This I will iuſtifie againſt any -Drewidede Figo 
vhatſoeuer, chere is go other vnlaſciuious vic _ 
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Foure Letters 9 
ofpoetry, but toinfamize vice, and magniſie vertue, 

aud that if they aſſemble all the examples of verſe- 

© , tunders from Homer to Hugh ¶ opland,chey ſhall not 

find anie of them but hath encountred with the gene- 


rall abuſes of his times. | 
Whatſoeuer harpeth not of one theſe two ſtrings of 


praiſe and reproofe, is as it were a Dirige in prickſong 
without any dittie ſet to it, that haply may tickle the 
care, but neuer edifies. | 9 
In the Romaine common-wealths it was larvful for 
Poets to reproue that enormitie in the higheſt chairs 

of authoritie, vhich none elſe durſt touch, alwaies the 
ſacred Maieſtie of their Auguſtus kept inuiolate: for 
that was a Plannet : aboue their Hexameter 
horizon, & it was capitall to them in the higheſt de- 
gree to diſpute of his ſetting and riſing, or ſearch in- 
quiſitiuely into his predominance and influence. 
The ſecrets of God mult not be ſearcht into, Kings 
are Gods on earth cheiractious muſt not be ſounded 
by their ſubiectts. 

Seneca Neroes Tutor, founde his death in no verſe 
but Ofaxzia,[mperious Lucan ſprinkled but one drop 
of bloud on lis imperial chayre, and periſht by him 
alſo. FTP 5 
.Onidonceſaw Auguſtus ina place where he would 
not haue beene ſeene, he was exilde preſently to thoſe 
countriesno happy man hears of. ; 

Long might hee in a blinde Metamorphoſis haue 
playd vppon all the wenches in Roome, and regiſtred 

their priuie ſcapes, vpbrayded inhoſpitalitie with the 
fable of Licasn: alluded to ſome Ambodexter Law- 
yer vnder the ſtorie of Battus: haue deſcribed a no- 
ted vnthriſt, whoſe ſubſt aunce hawkes and houndes 
haue deuoured, in the tale of Addon, that was eaten 


F 


Confuted, 


vp by hizowne dogges: mockt Alcumiſtes with fs 
das: picturde inamaratos ynder Narcſſs : and ſhrou- 


dedaprekedeffeminate Carpet Knight vnder the 


fictionate perſon of Hermephrodit us; weitlia thouſand 

more ſuch vnexileable ouer- thx art merrimentes, if 

luſt had not led him beyond the proſpect ofliis birth, 

or hee ſeene a meaner man ſinning than an Empe- 
rour. 

Sancta Maria ora pro nobis, how hath my pen loſt 
it ſelfe in a croude ot Poets. 

Gaffer IJebbernoule, once more well ouer- taken, 
how doſt thou, horv doſt chou? holde vp thy heade 
man, take no care, thcugh Greene be dead. yet I may 
ue to dhe thee good. 11 

But by the meanes of bis death thou art depriued of 
the remedie inlawe,which thou intendedſt to bane had a- 


g inſi bim for calling thy Father Ropemaker Mas thats 


true, what Action will it beare? Mibil pro nibilo, 
none in law, what it will doe vpon the ſtage! cannot 
tell; for there a man maye make action beſides his 
part, vhen he hath nothing at all to ſay: and if there, 
it is but a clowniſn action that it will beare: for what 
can bee made of a Ropemaker more than a Clowne, 
Wall Kempe, I miſtruſt it will fall to thy lot for a mer- 
riment one of theſe dayes. 
In ſhort tearmes thus I demur vpon thy long Ken- 
tiſh- tayld declaration againſt Greene. : 
Hee inherited more vertues than vices, jolly long 
red peake like the ſpire of a ſleeple hee cheriſſit con- 
tinually without cutting, here ta man might hang a 
Iewell, it was ſo ſharpe and pendant. | 
VVhy ſhouldart anſwer for the infirmities of ma- 
ners? Hee had his faultes, and thou thy folly es, 


Debt and deadly ſinne who is not ſubiect to? 
e N VVith. 
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Foure Letters 


with any notorious crime I neuerknew him tainted 
(& yet tainting is no iufamous ſurgerie for him that, 
hath beene in ſo many hote skirmiſhes). 
A good fellowe hee was, and would haue drunke 
with thee for more angeli then the Lord thou libeldſt 
on, gaue t hee in Chriſts Colledge, and in one yeare hee 


piſt as much againſt the walls, as thou and thy two 


brothers ſpent in three. | 
Ina night & a day would he haue yarkt vp a Pam- 
phlet as well as in ſeauen yeare, aud glad was that 
Printer that might bee ſo bleſt to pay him deare for 
the very dregs of his wit. 59751 
Hee made no account of winning credite by his 


 workes, as thou doſt, that doſt no good workes , but 


think es to bee famoſed by a ſtrong faith of thy owne 
worthines, his only care was to haue a ſpel in his purſe 
to coniure vp a good cuppe of wine with at all times. 
Forthe low ſie circumſtance of his pouerty before 
his death, and ſending that miſerable writte to his 
wife, it cannot be but thou lyeſt learned Gabriel. 


I and one of my fellowes Will. Monoæ (Haſt thou 
neuer heard of him and his great dagger?) were in 


company with him a month before he died, at that 


fatall banquet ot Rheniſh ine and pickled hearing, 


(if thou wilt needs haue it ſo) and then the inuento- 
rie of his apparrell came to more than three ſhillings | 
(though thouſaiſt tſie contrarie.) I know a Broker in 


a ſpruce leather ierkin with a great number of gol de 


Rings on hig fingers, anda bunch of keies at his gir- 


dle, ſhall ge you thirty ſhillings forthe doublet a- 


lone, it you can helpe him to it. Harke in your eare, 


hee had a very faire Cloake with ſleeues, or a graue 

gooſe curd greene, it would ierue you as fine as may 

bee: No more words if you bee wile play the good 
"47% husband 


— 


Confuted. 

husband and liſten after it, you may buy it ten ſhils - 
lings bettercheape than it coſt him. ByS,Silueritis 
good to bee circumſpect in caſting for the worlde, 
theres a great many ropes go totenthillings . If you 
want a greaſy paire of ſilk ſtockings alſo to ſhe your 
ſelfe in at the Court, they are there to be had too a- 
monglt his moueables. Fruſtra fit per plura quod fiers 
poteſt per pauciora: It is policie to take a rich penni- 


worth whules it is offred. 


Alus euen his fellow writer cher 3 yoong man, 
almoſt ſcorns to cope with thee thou art ſuch a crow 
troden Aſſe : doſt thou in ſome reſpectes wiſh him wel 
and ſpare bos name? in (ome reſpects ſo doth hee with 
thee as well? (hoc e, to be as well knowne for a ſoole 
as my Lord Welles Jand 1 by me to talke ve- 

ſparingly of thy praiſe. For thy name, hee will not 
th" to plucke it out of the mire, and put it in his 
mouth. 

By this bleſſed cuppe of ſacke which I now holde 
in my hand, and drinketo the healthof all Chriſten 
ſoules in, thou art puiſſant Epitapher. 

Yea? thy Muſes foot of the twelues;old long Meg 
of Weſtminſter 2 Then I trowe thou wilt ſtride ouer 
Greenes graue and not ſtumble: If you doe, weeſhall 
come to yourtaking vp. | 

Letter. 
Here lies the man whom Miſtris Iſam cround with hays, 
She, ſhe that ieydto heare ber Nightmgales ſweere lays, 
Comment, © 


Here Miſtris am Gabriel floutes thy bays, 


Seratch out his ey es chat Printeth thy dupraiſe. 


| She \ſhe will f ach) and like a ſ critching night= 
'owle come and make a diſmal noiſe vnder thy _— 
| F. er 


o 


Foure Letters 
ber windowe for deridingher ſo duaſtically, A bigge 
fat luſty wench it is, chat bath an arme like an Ama- 
200, and will bang thee abh-minationly if euer ſhee 
catchthee in her quarters. It is not your Poet Gariſh, 
and your forehorſe of the pariſb that ihall redeeme you 
ſrom her fiugers, but ſhee will mate actuall praofi of 
jeu, according as you deſire of God in the vnder fol- 
lowing lines. 1 | 
The next weeke Maiſter Bird it his inke- pot haue 
a cleare current) hee will haue at you with a cap-caſe 
full of French oecur ences, that is, ſhape you a meſſe 
of newes out of the ſecond courſe of his conceit, as his 
brother is ſaid out of the fabulous abundance of his 
braine to haue inuented thenewes out of Calabria, 
lohn Doletar propheſie of flying dragons, com- 
mets, Earthquakes, and inundations.) 
Lam ſure it is not yet worne out of mens ſcorn, for 
euery Miller made a comment of it, and not an oyſter 
wife but mockt it. | 
When that fly- boat of Frenchery is once launcht, 
our trenchor attendant Gemalrel Hobgoblin intends 
totickle vp a Treatiſe of the barly kurne!l which you 
ſe: in your garden, out of which ther: ſprung (is you 
zwouched( twelue ſeuerall cares of corne at one 
time. 
Redowbted Parma was neuer ſo ma tebt if hee kindle 
the mitch of his meeterdome, and let d iue at Lim 
witli a volley of verſes. Let not his principalitie truſt 
too much to it, becauſe his name is Latin for a ſhicld, 
for Poct Hobbino!l hauing a gallant wit and abrazen , 
pere, will honourably bet bine him, and eyen ambition-_ 
frame his ſtile to a noble emulation of Liuie, Homer, 
end the dinineft ſp:rites of all ages , as hee hath done 
to the emulation of Tae heeretofore, when hee 
5 | com- 
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compiled a Pamphlet, called Cicerauit ¶ vnſolatis ad 
Dolobellam, and publiſht it as a neue part of TJulle, 
vrhichhad bin hidde in a V Vall a thouſand and odde 
yeares and was found out by Lim before it euer found 
beeing. +4 e 
The circumſtance was this; going downe the wa- 
ter at Cambridge one ſummer euening, and askin; 
oertaine queſtions of the Ecchoat Barnewell wall( as 
the manner is paſſing by) holding lier verie narrowly 
to the poynt, the reuealed voto him what a treaſure 
ſhee had hidden amongſt her ſtones; namely, this 
new part of Gabrielis Ciceronis conſelatio ad Dolo- 
bellars : and thougli the was verie loath to diſcloſe it, 
yet becauſe ſhee knewe not how ſoone God might 
call her; videlicet, how ſodainely ſhee might fall 
to diſcharge her conſcience before her death, ſhee 
would deliuer it vp as freely vnto him as euer it was 
hers, come and digge for it hee ſhoulde haue it. Ne- 
uer more glad was ſhee in her liſe, that ſinceſhee 
mult needes ſurrender it to the light, ſne had chaunſt 
ypponſucha Cardinall Corrigidore of incongruitie, 
and Tullies nexte and immediate ſucceſſour vnder 
Carre, to v, hoſe carefull repoliſhing ſhe might cm- 
mit it. 
Keepe it quoth ſhe? 2 
No, ifit were a booke of golde it i 1h E, reade 
it, new print it, dedicateit from thy gallery at Trinitie 
Ha to whom thou wilt. | 
VVhether hee vſde a ſpade or a mattocke for the 
vnburying of it I know not, but extant it is, and of a 
hundred I haue heard that it is his. TID 1.3 
O Gabriellif thou halt any manhoodinthy ſtarcke 
_ Peake, looke ypon me and weepe not. 
From tlus day forward ſhall a whole army of boies 
F. 2 come 


Foure Letters 
come wondringabout thee as thou goeſt in the ſtreet 
and cry kullelos hulleloo, with whup hoo, there goes the 
Ape of Tull: tih he lie, ſteale Twh, teale Telly away 
withthe Aſſe inthe Lions skinne, 

Nay but in ſadneſle, is it not a ſin-ull thing fora 
Scholler & a Clu. ſtian to curue F on Tu ke Mou. d 
neuer doe1t, | 
Be counſaild in thy eden ie, writeno more on. 
ſolas ios ad Dotabellam, but Conſolatio ad Doctor Ga- 
brielem; thy ſe:te comfort thy leife,and earn to make 
avertue of contempt. 

Ad ruentem parietem ne inclina, is a Prouerbe 
which would haue preuented all this, if thou couldft 
haue ſufferd thy ſelfe to haue beene directed by it: 
for firſt and formoſth adſt not thou ſtept forrh to vn- 
der- prop the ruinous wall of thy brothers reputati- 
on, IJ had neuer medled with thee; if thou hadſt not 
leand too much to an olde wall, when thou pluckſt 
Tullie out of a wall, the damnation of this Ieſt had bin 
yet vnbegotten. 

He that hath born ſaile in two tempeſsofſhame, 
makes a ſport of ſhippe-wracke of good name euer 
after. 

The wall of the welfare of Fraunce that is ſtarted 
from her K ing, her true foundation, thy writinges 

(more wretched than France) would faine cleaue vn- 
to if they cou d tell how, and count it a felicity to haue 
the oportunitie of ſo heroicall an argument, 

God helpe ¶lexander it hee haue no other poet 
to emblazon his atchieuements but ¶ herillus. 


High reſolued Earle of Eſſex and vertuous Sir 
* Jobn Norris Englands champions, enuied tranquili- 
ties confidence, ynworthy are your aduentures Ili- 


«des to bee reported by ſuch a ragged reede, as the 
iar- 


_. ok 
jarring Pipe ofthis Batiſlus. The Portuga's & French 
mens feare will lend your Honors ncher ornaments, 
than his low-flighted affetion(forcunes ſummer to- 
lover) can frame thlem. ie 
Ihle ſeale that I ſet to your vertues he ſileuceʒ the 
argument of prayſe is vmautliorized in any mais 
mouth but ode age. 
V Vhen the better parte of youthes feruence is 
boyld away, and that the ſhowres of many forrowes 
haucſeaſondonr greene heads with experience, with 
the wither-tac'd weather-beatcn Mariner, that talks 
quaking and ſhudderingly of a ſtorme that hee hath 
newly toyld through, our wordes will bee written in 
our viſage | TEN 
Euen as tlie ſunne, ſo no ſeience ſhines in his com- 
pleate glory till it be ready to decline, * 
Theſe be the concluſions that gray hairs prune & 
cut downe the proſperitie ofyong yearcs witli as faſt 
5 it aſpires, but let the ſeare Oake looke himſelfe in 


— 


c — of truth, and he ſhal find that Aethuſalem 
leſſing is imbecillitie beſtowed 6n any creature but 
the Foxe, who neuer is a right Foxe ail he be ripe for 
the dunghill, . ae W 
If my ſhle holde on this ſober Mules pace but a 
ſheete or to further, I ſhall haue a long beard lyke . 
anInſh mantle droppe out ofmy mouth beforcl be 
aware. | | | | 3 
Marry God ſorfend, for t no hand can I endure to 
haue my checks muflled vp in furre like a Muſccut- 
an, or weare any of this V Velch freeze on my face. 
O it is a miſerable thing to dreſſe haire like towe 
tw a mans teeth, when one cannot drinke but hee 
muſt thruſt a great ſpunge into the cup, & lo cleanſe 
his coole porridee as it were through a ſtraynef ere 


Fd 
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* 
* 


it eomes to his lippes. 
This ſecond Epiſtle I haue ſaid prettily well too, 
Tthinke we were beſtbegin THiRDLY Vn IRE- 


as, for tearca volume ſteale vpon vs vnlookt for, 


The Arrainment and Exe- 


cution ofthe third Letter. | 
Toenerie Reader favourably or indifferenth 


afſelted. 


TEXT ſtand to the Barre. Peace there belowe. 


 eAlbeit fortheſerwelnc or thirteens yearesno 
man bath beene more loath or more ſcrupulous 
then my ſelfe he. 

The body of mec hee begins like a proclamation : 
fufficethit wee knowe you your minde though you 
ſay no more. 2 Ms 

Is not this your driftꝛyou would haue the worlde 
ſuppoſe you were vrgde to that which proceeded of 
you owne good nature: like ſome that will ſeeme to 

ee intreated to take a high place of preferment vp- 
pon them, which priuilie before they haue pray de 
and payde for, and put all their ſtrength to clymbe 


vp to. 


You would foiſt in vs canſam pro cauſa, haue it 
thought your flight from your olde companions ob- 
ſeuritie and ſilence was onely with Æueas to carry 
your Father on your backe through the fire ofſlaun- 
der, and by that ſhift with a falſe plea ofpatience vn- 
aiſtly driven from his kingdome, filch away the harts 
of th eQueenes liege people. | 75 
The backe of thols creple excuſes I haue broke 


"Con futed. 


in the beginning o my booke, if you haue anie new 
inftingement to deſtitute the inditement of fotgerie 


that 1 bring againſt you, ſo it is. 


Heere enters Argumentum ate- 
| ſtimonio humana, ike J amberlaine drawne in 
2 Cha iot by foure K ings. 


MY SELFE VVITH THE EXCEEDING COM- 

MENDATION OF THE GREATEST SCHOL- 

LER IN THE vv ok LD, Of. 
lie ego qui quondam gracili modulat us auena. 

Ah neighbourhood, neighbourhood, dead and bu- 
ried at thou with Robinhood a poore creature here 
is faine to commend himſel fe, for want of triendes to 

ſpeake for him. TE. | 

Not the leaſt, but the greateſt Schollers in the 
vv oR Ld, have not only but exceedingly fedde hun 
fat in his humor of Braggadochio Glorioſo, 


| prog IN MY YOVTH FLATT.ERD NOT 


Tea Spence: bim hath often Homer tearmd, 
Aid Mounſier Bodkin vowd 45 much as he: 
Let cares not Neſte for him ahaitepeny. 


Lamentable, lamentable, that an indifferent vn* 
towardciuill Lawyer, whohath read Plutarch De v- 
tilitate capienda ab iimicis, & can talke of J itius and 
Semprounu, ſlou d be no more ſet by. but $3T BY, 
thrait aſide, while his beitets carry the bredth of the 
ſtreet before them. . 5 
Miſery will humble the haughtieſt heart in the 
world: Haben reum con ſir ent, he confeſſeth himſelf 
a inner inyaſufficiency, yet forall that the adue: ſi ie 
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olvniuerſall obloquy hath laide a heauie hande on 


him, ſtill he retaneth (like conceald land) ſome part 
of his proud mind in a beggers purſe, ſcorneth to ſay 
Fortune my foe, or aske a good word for Gods ſake of 
anie man. 


In the plainne ſſe of his puft vp nature, be will de ſie a- 


vie man that dare accuſe him of that he is. 


V Vhy why, in fractiſsime PixTLEPRAGMOS, 
though you were gong in yearer, freſh in courage, greene 
in experience, and oxer-weaning in conceipt(wewillre= 


 tuſenothingthatyou giue vs) when you priuately 


wrote the letters, that afterward (by no other but 
your ſelfe) were publiquely diuulged; yet when the 
'adderis burſt that held you vp ſwimming in ſelſe 
joue, you muſt not be diſcontented though you ſink. 
Ihaue toucht the vlcer of your Oratourſbip, in requi- 


N ting the nick- name of T he Dexils Oratour. An VIcer 


you may well chriſtenit, as an vlcer is a ſwelling, for 
it was a ſwelling ofatabition, no modeſt perition of a- 


nie merit ofyours that did craue it. 


The olde Foxe Doctour Perne throughly diſcoue- 


red you for a yoong Foppe, or elſe halfe a word ef eur 


high Chauncelors commendation had ſtood with him 
muiolable as an Act of Parlament. | 
Great men in writing to thoſe they are acquain- 
ted with, haue priuie watch-words of denyal, euen in 

the higheſt degree of praiſing ; they haue many fol- 
lowers, whoſe dutifull ſeruice muſt not bee diſgtac'd 
with a bitter repulſe in anie ſuite though valaw- 
full. ts 
It may bee ſome of theſe long deſeruers of his fol- 
lowers labourd him for thee, by like Argus having 

eyes that pierce into all eſtates, ſaw thee when thou 
wert vnſeene of thy ſelſe, and knowing thee tobee 
12 vn wor- 


Confuted, 
ynworthy of any place of worth, would not diſcoun- 
tenance his men in ſo ſmal a matter, butwritfor thee 
very vehemently outwardly , when the ſoule of his 
letter(into which thy ſhallowe braine could not deſ- 
cend) included thy vtter miſlike, + | 

Yong blond is hot, youth haſtie, ingenuitie open, abuſe 
impatient, choller ſtomac hous, temptativns buſie . In a 
word, the Gentleman was vext, and cutte his bridle 
for verie anger. ITT = 

The tickling and ſtirring inuefline vaine, the puſſmg 
and ſwe lung Satiricall ſprit came vpon him, as it came 
on ( oppiuger and ¶Arthingten, when they mounted 
into the peaſe-cart in Cheape-ſide and preacht: 
needes hee muſt caſt vp certayne crude humouts of 
Engliſh Hexameter Verſes that lay vppon his ſto- 
macke,a Noble- man ſtoode in his way as he wagyo- 
miting, and from top to toe he all to berayd him wich 
Tuſcaniſime. | TOR LIE 1 

The Mappe of Cambridge lay not farre off when 

he was in the depth of his drudgery, ſome partofſie 
excrements of his anger fell vpon it: poore Doctour 
Pernes picture ſtoode in a corner of that Mappe und 
by 1 miſdemeanour of his mouth it was eleane de- 
fac'd. 2880 | | TREES aer eg 

Signior Immeritò (ſo called, becauſe he was aud i his 
friend vndeſeracdly)warramretteitlybroughtin'to 
play a part in that his Exterlude of Epiſtles that was 

ſt at, thinking his very name (as the name of Ve 
Alien onthe common ſtage) was able to make anill 
matter good. eee ee eee 0 voy. 

I duel onmy credit vndertake, Spencer wisnoway 
priuie to the committing of them to the print. Com. 
mitting I may well call it, for in my opimon . H. 
ſhould not haue reapt ſo much diſcredits bx beeing 
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committed to Newgate, as by committing that miſ> 
belteuing proſe to the Preſle, 

I hauc vlually ſeene vacircumciſed doltage haue 
the porch of his Pa iim piltries very hugely peſtred 
with prailes, Hay gee (Gentlemen) comes in with 
his Plowmans wialtle in prayſe of Peter Scwrfe the 
ee and Twrlery ginbtes in a light foote Iigge 
ibels in commendation of little witte vetie lofiiſy: 


but tor an Author to renounce his Clu iſtendeme to 


write in his owne commendation, to refuſe the name 


whuch his Godfathers and Godmothers gaue him in 


his baptiſme, and call hiniſelfe 4 welwiller to both the 
writers, when liee is the onely writer himſelfe; with 
what face doe you thinke hee can aunſwere it at the 
day ofiudgement? Est in te facies ſupt apti laſibus anni, 


Gabriel, thou canſt Play at faſt and looſe as well as a- 


niemaninEnglan 
Iwill not lye or backbite thee as thou haſt done 
mee, but are not theſe thy wordes te the curteous 
Buyer. 3 1 leh 933 io | 
| Shew mee or Immerito two Engliſh letters in print, 


 inal/pointesequall to theſe both for the matter it ſelfe, 


and alſo for toe manner of handling, aud ſay wee xener 
ſaw good Engliſh in our liues. 

Againe, / eſteeme them for two of the rareſt and fi- 
neft treaties ac well for ingenuons deniſing As ſignificant 
witering, & cleanly conneying of his matter, that ener I 
read in thus tong ue, & I bagtily thank God for beſtowing 
vpon vs ſuch proper and able men with their penne, 


Youmult conceit hee was in his chamber-fcllowe 


welwillers cloke when he ſpake this, the white · liuerd 
ſlaue was modeſt, and had not the hart to ſay ſo much 
n his one perſon, but he mult put on the vizardef 
au vndiſcroete friend, KP 
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Confuted. 

It is not worth the rehearſal, he ſcribled it in icaſ for 
exerciſe of hu ſpeech and ſtils, & c. and it was the ſiniſter 
hap of thoſe vnfortunate letters to be derided & ſcoft 
at throughout the whole realme. 

T he ſharpe?t part of them were read auer at (ounſell 
Table, and he referd ouer tothe Fleet to beare his old 
verſe-feilow noble N. Valanger company. 

There was no remedie for it but melancholy patiener. 

A recantation he was glad to make by way ef arti- 
cles or poſitions, which hee moderates with a milder 
name of an apologie, & that recantation purchaſt his 
ibertie , VVherefore in gratefull lieu of the benefit 
he receiu'd by it (although be hatb hitherto vnworthi- 
ly ſuppreſt it )yet he means to take occaſion by this extra- 
ordinary prouocation ro publiſh it, with not ſo few as for- 
tie ſuch eAcademicallexerciſer,and ſundrie ether poli- 
tile diſrourſes. | þ ket f 

And] deeme he will be as good as his word, for e- 

ner yet it hath beene his wont, if he writ but a letter 
to any friend of his, in the way of thanks for the potte 
of butter, gãmon of bacon, or cheeſe that he ſent him, 
ſtraight to giue coppies of it abroad in the world, and 
propound it to yong gentlemen he came in company 
with, as a more neceſſary & refined methode of fami- 
ar Epiſtles than the Engliſh tongue hath hitherto 

been priuy to. 

Lord that men ſhoulde bee ſo malitiouſly bent re 
frame a matter of ſome thing, he takes apleaſurable de- 
light to bebaus himſelf ſo that be may be laught at, how 
would you prate and inſult if you kneweas much by | 
him, as he knows by himſelfe. FOE, Shot 

Nafbe do thy worſt, the three brothers bid a Fico 
for thee, diſcommend thou them neuer ſo much, 
they will palpably praiſe, and ſo conſequently diſ- 

THe is G 2 prai ſe 


Foure Letters 
praiſe themſelues more in one booke they ſet foorth, 
than thou canſt diſparage themin tenne: yea, rather 
than faile, Maiſter Bird [ſhall leauecoppyingoutlet- 
ters of newes,and meeter it miſchicuoufly in mainte- 
nance of their (curniitiihip and ruditie. 

Three to one par me foyis oddes, not one ofthem - 
writes an Almanacke, but hee reckons vp all his bro- 
thers. 

Bee it ſpoken heere in priuate; ¶Maſa Richardetti 
Fatrixat ſat bene pretty: The Muſe of dappert Dickie 
doth ſing as ſweet as a cricket. 

Noftin manum & ſtilum GabriePit is thine own verſe 


nin Ade. Ualdinenſes , all ſaue the inſerting of pretty 


inſtead of certè for rimes ſake. 

Had Phiſition John liu'd, or not dyde a little afore 
Dog-dayes, a ſinode of Piſpots 5 haue conclu- 
ded, that Pierce * ſhould be confoũded with- 
out repriue. 

The Spanyards cald their invaſive flecte agaynſt 
England the Nauie inuincible, yet it was ouercome. 
Lowe ſhrubbes haue outliu*d high Cedars, one true 
man is ſtronger than two theeues, Gabriell & Richard 
I proclaime open warres with you: March on, Jocus, 
Lud, Lepos, my valiaunt men at armes, and forage 


the frontiers of his Fantafticallitie , as you haue be- 


un. 
7 Twbalcan alias Tuball, ſirſt founder offiniicis Hall, 
heere is a great complaint made, that virinſque A4. 
cademiæ Robertus Greene hath meckt thee, becauſe 
hee ſaide, that as thou wert thefirſtinuenter of Mu- 
ſicke, ſo Gabriel Howliglaſſe was the firſt inuenter of 
Engliſh Hexameter verles.Quid reſpondes?canft thou 
brooke it yea or no? Is it any treaſon to thy well tuned 
3 to lay they _ ſo renowmed a chulde as 
F Mu- 
. 


| 


— 


Confuted. 


Muficke? Neither thy hammers nor thou Iknow if = 
they wereput to their booke oaths will euer ſay it. 
The Hexamiter verſe I graunt to be a Gentleman 
of an auncient houle (ſo is many an engliſh begger) 
yet this Clyme of ours hee cannot thriue in; our 
ſpeech is too craggy for him to ſet his plough in, hee 
goes twitching and hopping in our language like a 
man running vpon quagmiers vp the hill in one Syl- 
lable and down the dale in another, retaining no part 
of that ſtately ſinooth gate, which he vaunts lumſelfe 
with amongſt the Greeks and Latins. | 
Homer, and Virgil.twovalorous Authors, yet were 
they neuer knighted, they wrote in Hexameter ver- 
ſes: Ergo,Chancer,and Spencer the Homer and Virgil 
ot England, were farre ouerſeenethat they wrote not 
all their Poems in Hexamitet verſes alſo. 8 
In many Countries veluet and Satten is a com- 
moner wear e than cloth amongſt vs, Ergo wee muſt 
leaue wearing of cloth, and goe euerie one in veluet 
ang ſatten, becauſe other Countries vſe ſo. 
. Text will not beare it good Gulgilis Hobberde- 
* engliſh tongue is nothing tos good, but too bad 
to imitate the Greeke and Lat ine. | 
| Maſter Sramyhbur# (though otherwiſe learned) 
trod a foule lumbring boyſtrous wallowing meaſures 
in his tranſlation of Virgil. Ne had neuerbeen praiſd 
by Gabriel for his labour, iftherein hee had not bin ſo 
famouſly abſurd. 5 ee 
. Greene for diſpraiſing his practiſe in that kinde, I. 
the Greene Maiſter of the blacks Art, the Founder of 
vg lie oathes the father of miſbegotten In fortunatus, the 
Scrinener of Croſſebitgrs,the Patriark of Shi frers, &c. 
The Monarch of Creſſebiters, thewretched fellowe 
g ” & #: 2 Prince 


4 


end this controuerſie, vho at that time that thy ioy es 
vere in the Fleeting, and thou crying for the Lords 
/ ſake out at an iron windowe, in 2 lane not farre from 
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| Prince of Beg gar: , Emperonr of Shifters ; hee had 


cald him before, but like a drunke man that remem- 
bers not in the morning what he ſpeakes ouernighr, 
Nil he fetcheth Metaphors from Conny-catchers & 
doth nothing but torment: vs with tautologies. 
Why thou arrant butter whore, thou corqueane,& 
ſcrattop of ſcoldes, wilt thou neuer leaue afflicting a 
dead Carcaſſe, continually read the rethorick lecture 
of Ramme -Allieꝛa wiſpe, a wiſpe, a wiſpe,rippe,nppe 
you kitchinſtuffe ura — 8 " in 

V Vert thou put inthe Fleete for pamphleting? 
Bedlemwerea meeter place for thee. Be not aſhamd 
of your promotion, they did you honor that ſaid you 
were Fleete-bound, for men of honor haue ſailde in 
at este 1 

Vvaſt paper made thee betake thy ſelfe to Limb 
Patrum, had it beene a booke that had beene vendi- 
ble, yet, the opproby had beene the leſſe, but for 
Chandler merchandize to be ſo maſſacred;for ſheets 
that ſerue for nothing but to wrappe the excrements 
of huſwiuerie in, Prob Deum, what a ſpite is it. Thaue 
ſcene your name cutte witha knife in a wall of the 


Fleete I: when I went to viſita friend ot mine there. 


Let Maiſter Butler of Cambridge his teſtimoniall 


Ludgate hill, queſtiond ſome of his companions ve- 
rie inquiſitiuelie that were newlic come from Lon- 
don, what nouelties they brought home vith them, 
amongſt the reſt he broke into this Hexamiter inter- 


g very abruptlie. e 
Bar ali what newes doe you heare of that good Gabriel huſſe ſnutfe, 
Knowne to the world tor a fooje,and clapt in the Fleete for a Rimer, 


Confuted. 

Iſt true Gibraltar, haue I found you, It was not 
without foundatiõ that you burſt into that magnifica] 
inſultation, I THAT IN MY YOVTH FLATTERD. 
NOTMY STI TI, &c. for M. Butler ſor a Phiſition be- 
ing none of the leaſt Schollers, hath dernen you 
exceedingly for a foole & a Rimer. He that threatned 
to coninre vp Martins wit, hath written ſome thing 
too in your praiſein Pap-hatchet, forall you accuſe 
him to haue courtlie inceuſt the Earle of Oxford a- 
— you. Marke him well, hee is but a littie fellow, 

ut hee hath one of the beſt wits in England. Should 
he take thee in hand againe(as he ſlieth from ſucli in- 
feriour concertation) I prophecie that there woulde 

more gentle Readers die of a merrie mortality ingen- 
dred by the eternal ieſts he would maule theee with, 
than there haue done ot this laſt infection. I my ſelf 
that inioy but a mite of wit in compariſon ofhis talẽt, 
in pure affection to my natiue country, make my ſtile 
carry a 2 e ſaile, am fain to cut off half the ficeame 
of thy ſport- breeding confuſion, tor feare it ſnoulde 
cauſe a generall lucket throughout England. Greene 
I can ſpare thy reuenge no more roome in tus book, 
thou haſt Phiſitiõ John with thee, cope thou with him 
& let me alone with the Ciuilian & Deuine, x hom if 
I live I will ſo ynceſſantly ha unt, that to aucid the hot 
chaſe of my fierie quill, they ſhalbe conſtraindto en- 
ſconſe themſelues in an olde V rinall cafe that their 
brother left behind him. et ere I bid thee goud 
night, receiue ſome notes as touching his pluſicallity 
deceaſed. He bad bis grace to le Doctor ere he died. As 
time may worke all things. In Nor falle where hee pra- 
ctiſed he was reputed a proper toward man at amedecine 
for the toothakg, & one of 22 Phiſitions in ca- 
ſtinz the heayens water that ener came there. 1 
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Haw wellbeloued of the chiefeſt Gentlemen(&: Fen- | 


tlewomen eſpecialy)in that ſhire, it is incredibleto bee 
ſpoken. Aſtra petit diſertus, hee is gone to heauen to 
write more Aſtrologicall diſcourſes, his brothers liue 
to inherite his olde gownes, and remember his nota- 
ble ſayings, amongſt the which this was ohe : Vale 
Galene farewell mine owne deare Gabriell: Valete hu- 
mana artes, heart and good will, but neuer a rag 
W 5 oh 
Tunc tua ret agitur paries cum proximu ardet, 


D — 


Cloth- breeches houſe is burnt , and the flame goes a 


Neuer til now, Gregory H. bberdine,went thy foure 
gran vp Newgate, vp Holburne, vp Tiburne, to 
nanging. | | 

Gentlemen, bythat which hathbeen already laid 
open, I doe not doubt but youare vnwaueringly re- 
ſolued, this indigeſted Chaos of Doctourſhip, and 
greedy pothunter after applauſe, is an apparant Pub- 


feaſting to Pierce Pennileſſe * e next. 


oe or | 


lican and ſinner, a ſelfe- loue ſurfetred ſor, a broxen- 


winded galdbacke lade, that hath borne vp his bead 
in his time, butnow is quite foundred & tired, a ſcho- 
ler in nothing but the ſcum of ſchollerſhip, a ſtale ſo- 
ker at Tullies Offices, the droane of droanes, and mai- 
ſter drumble- bee of non proficients. V V hat hath he 
wrote but hath had a wofull end? VVhen did he diſ- 
pute but hee duld all his auditorie? his Poetry more 
1{piritleſſe than ſmal beere, his Oratory Arts baſtard, 
not able tomakea man raniſhingly weepe, that hath 
an Onion at his eye. In Latin like a louſe he hath mas 
nie legges, many lockes fleec'd from Tuillie to carry 6. 
way and cloatha little body of matter, but yet hee 
moues but flowly,is apparaild verie poorel rx. 
In Engliſn, ice is not fo cold, yet on the ice of igno- 

rance 
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Confuted, 
rance will heſlide, No wiſe man pittic him that peri- 
ſheth ſo wilfully. : 

Iudge the world, iudge the higheſt Courts of ap- 
eale from the miſcarried worlds iudgementſ Cam- 
ridge and Oxford) herein I haue t eſpaſſed in 

Pierce Pennileſſe, that hee ihoulde talke of gnaſving of 
reeth,youg Phaetons gong Icari, youg Chorebi, young 
Babingtons. | 
Neuer was I in earneſt til thus he twitted me with 
the compariſonof a traitour. BEE 
Jabington, high was thy birth, Ia bondſlaue of for- 
tune in compariſon of thee, thy fall Pom than Pha- 
etons,thy oftence as heynous as /xdaſſesr. May neuer 
more ſuch foule ſeeds of offence be ſowne in ſo fire 
a aſhape,may they be markt alwayes to miſchieſe that 
meane as thou didſt. The braunches of thy ſtocke 
remaines yet vnblaſted withanic diſobedience. God 
forbid that our forheades ſhould for euer bee blot= 
ted with our forefathers miſdemeanors. Die ill deeds 
with your vngratious ill dooers, the living haue no 
portion with the dead, hell once paid his due, heauen 
gates are open to ſucceeding poſteritie. e 
Prate of Pierce Peunileſſe and his paltrie as long as 
thou wilt, Iwill play at put- pinne with thee for all 
that thou art woorth, but of thy betters gette thee 
a "_— diſcourſing penne before thou deſcantes 
of v; 225 
L. Greenes inwardeſt companion pinched with want, 
vexed with diſcredit tormented with other mens felici- 
tie, and ower-whelmed with his owne miſerie,in araning 
and frantike moode, moſt deſperately exbibiteth a Sup- 
plicationto the Deuuil. 

C. Heerein thou thinkſt thou haſt won the ſpurs 

from all writers, but God and Dame Fiction * 
| OP thou 


ly Inne, & might diſpend forty pound yearely 
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thou art farre wide of thy ayme; for neither was 1 
Greenes companion any more than for a carowſc or 
two, nor pincht with any vngentleman- like want, 


when ] inuented Pierce Pexnuleſſe, 


Pauper non eſt cui rerum ſuppetit v ſiu: only the diſ- 
contented meditation of learning generally now a 
dayes little valued, and her profeſſors ſetat naught & 
di hartene d, cauſed mee to handle that plaintife ſub- 
je more ſeriouſly. 

Uext with diſcredit (Gabriel) I neuer was as thou 
haſt beene euer ſince Familiaritas peperit cont emytũ, 
thy familiar epiſtles brought thee in contempt. 

Though ] haue beene pinched with want(as who 
is not at one time or anothet Pierce Penilefſe)yet my 
muſe neuer wept for want of maintenance as thine 
did in Muſaram lachrima, that was miſerably flouted 
at in M. Ving fields Comœdie of Pedantius in Trini- 
tie Colledge. | 

How am] tormented with other mens felicitie, o- 
therwiſe thiſaying,I know a Cobler that was worth 
five hundred pound, an hoſtl er that had built a _ 

y his 


land, a Carman that had whipta thouſand pound out 
of his horſetailezif I had likewiſe reckond ypa rope- 


maker, that by tormenting of hempe, & going back- 


ward ( which the Deuill would nere doe) had turnd as 


many Mill ſuepences ouer the thumbe, as kept three 
of his ſonnes at Cambridge a long time, & that which 


is more, three proud ſonnes, hat when they met the 


hangmanſ their Fathers beſt chapman) would ſcarſe 


toſtheir hats to him, why then thou ſhouldſt haue 
had ſome colour of quarell, thy accuſatiõ might iuſtly 
haue enterd his title pro aris & focis, whereas now it is 
friuolous and forceleſſe. 


Confuted, _ 

The ſharpeſt wits I perceiue haue none ofthe beſt 
memories, if they had, thou wouldſt nere haue toucht 
mee with tormenting my ſelſe with other mens feli 
citic; for how didſt thou torment thy ſelfe with other 
mens felicitie, when in the 2 8. Page of thy firſt tome 
of Epiſtles thou exclaimſt that in no ago ſo little was ſo 
much made of nothing aduaunſt to be ſomething, Num- 
bers made of Ciphars that is by interpretatiõ, all thoſe 
that were aduaunſt either in the Court or common - 
wealth at that time, had little to commend them, no- 
thing in account worthy preferment, but were meere 
meacocks & Ciphars in compariſon of thy excellent 
out- caſt ſelfe that liuꝰdſt at Cambridge vnmounted. 

Hang thee, hang thee, thou common cooſener of 
curteous readers, thou groſſe ſhifter for ſutten tap- 
ſterly ieſts, haue Iimitated Tarltons play ef the ſcanen 
deadly finnes in my plot of Pierce Penileſe? whom haſt 
thou not imitated then in the courſe of thy booke? 
thou haſt borrowed aboue twenty phraſes and epi- 
thites from mee, which in ſober ſadneſſe thou mak(t 
vſe of as thy one, when thou wou!ld(i exhort more 
effectuall. 55 ' 

Is it Jawfull but for one preacher to preach of the 
ten commandements? hath none writ of the ſiue ſen- 
ſes but Ariſtetle? was ſinne ſo vtterly aboliſhed with 
Tarltens play ofthe ſeuen deadly ſins, that ther could 
be nothing ſaid ſupra of that argument? 
Canſt thou exemplifie vnto mee (thou in. potent 
moate · catching carper) one minnum ofthe particu» 
lar deuice of his play that I purloind? There be ma- 
nie men of one name that are not hing a kindred, Is 
there any further diſtribution of ſins, not ſhadowed 
vuder theſe 7, large ſpreading branches ofiniquity, on 
which a man may worke, ar d not tread on Tarletong 
4 H 2 heile. 
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Nt" heeles. If not, whatblemiſhis it to Pierce Pexnileſſe 
Opps to begin where the Stage dothende, to build vertue 
a Church on that foundation that the Deuill built 
his Chappell, | 1 je 
Gabriel, it there bee anie witte or induſtrie in thee, 
now will dare it to the vttermoſt: write of what 
thou wilt, ia what language thou wilt, and 1 will 
contute it and anſwere it. Take truths part, and I wil 
proue truth to be no truth, marching out ofthy dũg- 
voiding mouth. | 
Diuinitie I except, which admits nodalliance : but 
in any other art or profeſſion, of which I am not yet 
free, and thou ſhalt challenge me to trie maiſtries in, 
le bind my ſelfe Prentiſe too; and ſtudie throughly, 
though it neuer ſtande mee in any other ſtead while 
I line but to make one reply, only becæauſe I wil haue 
the laſt word of thee. | EP 
I would count it the greateſt puniſhment that Is 
ſpeech could lay vpon mee, to be bound to ſtudie the 
Daniſh tongue, which is able to make any Engliſn- 
man haue the mumpes in his mouth, that ſhall but 
plunge through one full point of it, yet the Daniſh 
tongue, or any Turks, or hogs, or dogs tongue hat- 
ſocuer would I learne rather than bee put downe by 
ſuch a ribauldry Den Diego as thou art. | 
-'  Heigh drawer,fil vsafreih quarts fuew-foundpbra-. 
fes,fince Gabriell fates we borrow all our eloquence 
from Taucrns : 2 it be of the mighty Barde aux 
grape, pure vino de monte I coniure thee, by the ſame 
token that the Deuili dauncing ſchoole in the bottom 
of a mani purſe that is emptie, hath beene a gray-beard 
Prouerbe two hundred yeares before Tariten was 
borne : Ergo v gramercy Dicke Tarlton . But tb 
frame of ſummes is this, I drinye to you M.Gabriell, 


Confuted. 


on that condition, that you ſhall not excruciate your 
braine to be conceited and haue no wit. 

Since we are here on our prating bench in a cloſe 
roome, and that there is none in company but you 
my approoued good friends foure Letters and certain 
Sonners your Pages; ] will rehearſe vnto you ſome 
part of the Methode of my demeanour in Pierce 
Pennileſſe. | 

Firſt, inſomuch as the principall ſcope of it is a moſt 
liuelie anatomie of ſinne, the diuellis made ſpeciall 
ſuperuiſor of it, to him it is dedicated, as if aman 
ſhoulde compile a curious examined dif couetie of 
whoredome, and dedicate it to the quarter Maiſters 
of Bridewell, becauſe they arebelt abletopuniſh it. 

W herfore as there is no fire without ſome ſmoke; 
no complaint without ſome precedent cauſe of ag- 
grecuance ; I introduce in a diſcontented Schol- 
ler vnder the perſon of Pierce Pennileſſe, tragicallic 
exclaiming vpon his partial-eid fortune, that kept an 
Almes box: of compaſſion in ſtore for euery one but 
him- ſelfe. He tels how he toſthisimagination like a 
a dogge in a blanket, ſearcht euerie corner of the 
houſe of Charitie to ſee if he could light on any that 
would ſet a new nappe of an old threedbare Cloake: 
but like lum that hauing a letter to deliuer to a Scot- 
tith Lorde , when hee came to his houſe to enquire 
for him found no bodie at home but an ape that ſate 
in the Porchand made mops and mows at him ſo he 
delmering his vnperuſde papers to Powles Church- 
yard, the firſt that took them vp was the Ape Gabriel, 
who made mops and moves at them, beſlauering the 
outſide of them alittle, but coulde not enter into the 
contents, which was an aſe beyonde his vnderſtan- 
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. V Viththe firſt and ſecond leafe hee plaies verit 
. | preti ie. and in ordinarie termes of extenuating, ver- 
4 dits Pierce Pennileſſe for « Grammer Schools wit; ſaies 
15 this Margine is as aeepelie learnd as Fauſte præcor ge- 
lida, that 4 Muſiſobbeth and groneth verrepiteonſlie, 
8 , bids him not caſt bimſelfheadlong into the borrible gulph 
e deſperation, comes ouer him that bee ita creature of 
wonder full hope 4s his own mſpired courage ducinely ſug- 
geſteth mil him to inchaunt ſome magnificent Mecenas 
to honour himſelfe in honouring hun, with a hundred 
ſuch grace wanting Ironies cutte out againſt the woll, 
that woulde ieopard the beſt ioint of Poetica licentia 
to procure laughter, when there crinckled crabbed 
countenance (the verie reſemblance of a ſodden 
dogges face) hath ſworne it woulde ueuer conſent 
ther eV nto, | 1 | | 
Not the moſt exquiſite thing that is, but the Coũſel 
Table Aſſe Richard Clarke, may ſo Cartcily deride. 
Euerie Milke- maide can g ird, with Iſt true? How 
ſaie you lo? who would haue thought it? Good Beare 
bite not? A man is a man though hee hath but ahoſe 
on his head. | 
No ſuch light paiment Gabriel haſt thou at m 
hands; Itell thee where, hen, and how thouſhewd 
thy ſelfe a Dunſiuall, | LES | 
- Qnely externall defects thoucaſts in my diſh no- 
thing internall in thee, but I prooue that it is altoge- 
ther excrementall. | 
A fewe Elegeicall verſes of mine thou pluckeſt in 
pieces moſt ruchfullic,and quotes them a gainſt mee as 
aduantageable, together with ſome diſmembred 
Matrgine notes, but all is inke caſt away, you recouer 
no coſts and charges. With one minutes udie Ile de- 
ſtroie more, than thou art able to build in ten daies. 
THY 7 Ing Squeiſe 


4 


— ——— — — 5 — _ ta 


Squeiſe thy heart into thy inkehorne , and ie ſhall 
but congeal into clodderdgarbage of confutatiõ, thy 
ſoule hathno effects of a ſoule, thou canſt not ſprin- 
kle it into a ſentence, & make euetie line leape ike a 
cup of neat wine new powredout,asan Orator muſt 
doe that lies aright in wait for mens affectians. 

VVhome haſt thou wonne to hate mee by light 

crawling ouer my Text like a Cankerworme. 
Some ſuperficial ſlime of poiſon haſt thou driue ld 
from thy pen in thy ſhallow foot ed ſliding 2 
my Swpplication, which one pen ful of repurifiedinke 
vill exceſſiue lie waſh out. Shall I informe thee (that 
vnfruitfullie endeuorſt to informe authoritie againſt 
me) hy I infuced thoſe Poetic all latine margẽt notes 
to ſome fewe pages in the beginning of Pierce Penni- 
leſſe? I did it to explaine to ſuch expected ſpiefaulis as 
thou art, that it was no vncouth ab horrencie from 
the cuſtome of former writers, for a man openly to 
bewaile his vndeſerued ill deſtenie. 2 

In the vncafingof thy brother Richard, I calcula- 
ted the Natwitie of the Afirologicall Diſcourſe,1 ap- 
parentlie ſuggeſted what alewd} iece ot Prophecie it 
was, I regiſtred the infinite ſcorne that the whole 
Realme intertamd it with, the A dages that ran vpon 
it, Taritons and Eldertons nigr nn Tut r ſet to it. yet 
wilt thou that art the ſonde and heire to ſſ ameleſſe 
impudence, the vnlineal. vſurper of iudgement from 
all his true owners, the H oyp xx and pointingſtock 
recreationot Trinitie hall, Vanitas vanitat is & mu 
vanit as, inueſt that in the higheſt throne of Art and 

chollerſſip, which aſcrutinie of ſo man ie millions 
f wel diſceriwg condemnations hath « onc'udedto 
be viler, than newesmungrie, & that which is vileſt of 


all, no leſſe vile than thy Epiſtles. 


SH M oft: 
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Foure Letters 
Moſt voices, moſt voices, moſt voices who is on my 
| fide who? V V hether is the ¶Aftrological Di ſe ourſe 
a better booke than Pierce Penmileſſe? Gabriel hang- 
tcJow ſaies it is, I am the Defendant, and denie it, and 
yet Idoe not ouercull my owne workes: His aſſetri- 
on he countermures thus. . 

Pierce Penniiclic «4 wan better acquainted with 
the Dinelsof hell,than the Starres of Heauen:Ergo,the 
eA Frologicall Diſcourſe is better than the notorious di- 
abolicall diſcourſe of Pierce Pennileſſe. 

Once againe I denie his Argument to bee oflaw- 
full age. Pierce Pennileſſe is abetterpᷣtarmunger than 
a Diuelmunger, which needeth no other For to 
corroberateit but this, that my yea, at all times is as 
good as his nay. | | 5 

How is the Sapplicat ion a diabolicall Diſcourfe, o- 
ther wiſe than as it intreatsof the diuerſe natures and 
propertiesof Diuels and ſpirits; in that far fetcht ſenſe 
may the famous defenſatius againſt ſuppoſed Pro- 
phecies, and the Diſcenerie of Witchcraft be called 
notorious Diabolicall diſcourſes, as wellas the Swppli- 
cat ion, for they alſo intreate of the illuſions and ſun- 
drie operations of ſpirits : Likewiſe may I ſay that 
thoſe his foure Letters nowe on their triall are foure 
notorious lowſie Diſcourſes, becauſe they lyingly diſ- . 
courſe little elſe ſaue Greenes lowſie eſtate before his 
death. . 

M. Churchyard our old quarrel is renued when no- 
thing elſe can bee faſtned on mee, this Letter leappet 
vpbraideth mee with crying you mercie, L cannot tell, 
but I think you will haue a ſaying to him for it. Ther 
no reaſon that ſuch a one as he ſhould preſume to in- 
termeddle in your matters, it cannot be done with a- 
ny intent but to ſtirre mee vp to write againſt you i 

| clin 


—— 
— — — 


Conſutect. 


freſh, which nothing vnder heau'n ſhalldraw mee to 
doe. Iloue you vntainedly, and admire your aged 
Muſe, that may well be grand-mother to our grand. 
eloquenteſt Poets at this preſen rt. 
3 Sænddam & vencrabile vet us omne Poema. 
Shores wife is yong, though you be ſteptinyearg, 
in her ſhall you liue whenyou are dead. 
For that vnaduiſed indammagement I haue done 
you heretofore; He be your champion hente forward 
againſt any that dare write againſt you. Onely as e- 
uer you would light vpon a good cuppe of oldſacke 
when you are moſt drie, pocket not vpithisflieabule 
at a rakehell rampalions hands, one that when an in- 
iarie is deepe buried in the graue of obliulon, ſhall 
ſeeke to digge it vp againe, recall that into mens me- 
mori es which was conſumedand forgotte. 
Whoreſon Ninihammer, that wilt aſſault à man & 


haue no ſtronger weapons, - ALI 
- TheJtalianfaith,a manmuſt not take knowledge 
of iniurie till hebe able to reuenge it. * 

Nay but in plaine good feltowthip, art thou ſo in- 
noeent & vnconceiuing, that thou ſhouldſt ere hoe 
to daſſi mee quite out of requeſt by telling nice of tb 


(onnter and my beſtrfſe Remia. dow nt 1 09h 4 


I yeeld that I haue dealt vpon (pare coma chties 
6 


of wine anch eapons in my dies, I haue ſung ꝙ cer 
 Gaſcoignes Countertteror; what ther? VV . 
peremptorily define that it is a place where no ho- 
noſt man, or Gentleman of credit euer tame? 

Heare what I ay;a Gentleman is neuer througli- 
— credit till he hach beene there; & hat 
Poet or nouiee, be liee hit he wil, ought to ſuſpect 
his wit, and remaine halfe ina doubt that x id not au- 
thenticall,/ till it hath hene ſeene and allo dd in un- 


thrifts 


Foure Letters 
chrifts conſiſtory. þ 
| Grande dolor ingenium. Let fooles dwellin no 


ftronger houſes than their Fathers built them, bur 


1 proteſtI ſhould neuer haue writ paſſion well, or 
beene apeece ofa Poet, if l had nt arri din thoſe 
quarters, 

Trace the gallanteſt youthes and bravelbeeuctieis 
about Towne inallthe by-paths oftheir expence,& 
you ſhall 5 that once in their life time 
they haue viſited that melancholy habitation. 


Come come, if you will goe — ſound truth of 
— of the carth like i to make a man 
WE. 1:8 
Cambridge and Oxford may | ſtande nderched - 4 
bowe ofit. | 

Ivo if I had a ſonne, en to 
one ofthe Counter to __ A IG mes 


of Court or Chaune ! 

A befifſe Penia, ts a bug n 

-what Morrall haſt thou — 1 will — | 

wilt that ail Now mi neuer heard of anie ſuch Engliſh 1 

name | 
Therei isacertaine thin g cald chriffian verm. & 

another hight common fas anda third cleapt ban. 


Aris, they are morerequiſiteand neceſſary dor thee, Jn 


than — or diſcretion for mee and my companions, 
of which would thou ſhouldſt md we are ſo 
vvell prouided, that we can lend thee and thy brother 


Richarda great deale, and yet — wee 
ſhall haue need of forourfelues, 


V Vilt thou be ſohardyandiron-viſaged,to Bein- 
ſay that thy brother Vican Batchlours hood was not 
turnd ouer lis cares for abuſing of «Ariftotle,] know 
n haſt mare grace than thou doſt not _ 


p ** p, 
i 1 7 


 _ "Brougandablurd, and not to bee ſufferd in aChaiſtian 


F Oure Letters 
iatailea vaine title to my name, which I care not far; 
without my conſent or priuitie I here auouc . 

But on the gentilitie of T. Vhis beard, the maiſter 
Butler of Penabroke hall, ſtil I will Rand to the death; 
for it is the very prince Electot ofpeaks, a beard that 
I cannot bee perſwaded but was the Emperour Dio- 
niſius his, ſurnamed the Tyrant, when hee playde the 
ſchoolemaiſter in Corinth. Ea 4 

Gabriel thou haſt a prety polwigge ſparrows tayle 
peake, yet maiſt thou not compare with his: thy Fa- 
ther, for all by thy owne confeſſion hee mabęs baires, 
had neuer the art to twilt vp ſuch agrim triangle of 
haite as that. oe? | 

Be not offended honeſt T. N. that I am thus bold 
with thee, tor Laffect thee for the names ſake as much 
as any one man can do another, and know thee to be 
a fine fellow, and fit to diſcharge afarre higher calling 
than that wherein thou liu'ſt. 

VVhat more ſtuffe lurketh behind in this letter to 
be diſtributed into ſhop-duſt? 
Pierce Pennileſſe & 4s childiſh and gariſb a books as 
euer came iu print; when be talks of the ſheepiſh diſcourſe 
the Lambe of God and his enemies, he ſaies, it is mon⸗ 


congregatis; that Richard hath ſcumd ouer the ſchool- 
men, ans ok the froth of their folly made a diſh of Di- 
uinitie bꝛeweſle which the Dogs would not eate. 

If he ſaide ſo (as hee did) and can proue it (as hee 
hath done) by Saint Labecke then The Lambe of God 
s as childiſh and gariſh ſtuffe as euer came in print 
indeede. | 2 - 

I but how doth Pierce Pennilefſe expiate the coins 
qui nation oftheſe obiections. „ 
Rechard, whom(becauſe he in bus brother, he = | 


— * 
Canfuted. ; 22 * 
fore renſures more curiou and rigorous, in alli wy 
him M. H. than hee would haue done otherwiſe) 724 6 
the Phileſephie Lecture in Cambridge with good liking 
and ſingular commendation, when eAperſea mas not * 
much as | doneus auditor ciuilis ſcientiz, Ergo, the 
Lambeof God beares a better Fleece than hee giues 
eutitdoth. 
A perſe a ij improonednothing ſince, excepting hi 
eld Flores Poetarum, and Tarletons ſurmoxnting re- 
thorique with a little cuphuiſiue and Greeneſſe inong h. 
_ © Gabriel reports him to the fauourableſt opinion of 
thoſe that know ¶ perſe a his Pre faces, rimes, and the 
very timpanie of his Tarltonizing wit his Supplication 
ro the Diuel. 1 

Quiet your ſelues alitle my Maiſters, and you ſhal 
ſee mee diſpearſe all thoſe cloudes well inough. That 
Richard red the Philoſophie Lecture at Cambridge, I 
doe not withſtand, but how? - : 

Verie Lentenlie and ſcantlie, (facre bee it wee 
ſhu!dflander him ſo much as his brother Richard hath 
done, to ſaie he read it with good liking and ſingula- 
ritie.) Qredite mee, any that hath but a little refuſe 
Colloquium Latine, to interſeame a Lecture with, and 
can ſare but Qꝝapropter vos mei auditores may reade 
with equiualent commendation and liking. 

Iremember him woondrous well. In the chiefe 
Penne of that his falſe praiſe, I both heard him and 
heard what was the vniuerſall ſlender valuation of 
him. re ET 
There was eloquent Maiſter & vox, (a man whoſe 
loſſe all good learning can neuer ſufficiently deplore) 
twas he and one Maiſter Tones of Trinitie Colledge, 
that in my time with more ſpeciall approbation con- 
uer ſt in chaſe Readings. 


* 


1 Since 


Foure Letters 
Since I haue heard of two rare yong men A. ad- 
riton and another, that in ſupplying that place of 
ſucceſſion haue ſurmounted ll former mediocritie, 
ind wonne themſelues an euerlaſting good name in 
the Vniuerſitie. 10 | 
Theſe thou ſhouldſt haue memoriz d if any, but thou 
art giuen to ſpeake well of none but thy ſelfe and thy 
two brothers. 7 — £0 
| Thrice fruitfull S. Iohns, ho many hundred per- 
fecter Schollers than the three brothers haſt thou, 
nurſt at thy paps, that yet haue not ſhałte off obſcu- 
ritie? Sg | 
Mellifluous P . ayrzrs one of the chief props 
of our aged, &auntienteſt, & abſoluteſt Vniuerſities 
preſent flouriſhing. V Vhere doe thy ſupereminent 
gifts ſhine to themſelues, that the Court cannot bee 
acquainted with them. 22 

Few ſuch men ſpeake out of Fames higheſt Ppul- 
pits, though out of her higheſt Pulpits ſpeake the pu- 
reſt of all ſpeakers. © I 
Let me adde one word, and let it not bee thought 
derogatorie ta anie, | cannot bethinke mee of twon * 
England in all things comparable to him for his time. 
Seldome haue I beheld ſo pregnant a pleaſaunt wit 
coupled witha memorie of ſuchhuge incomprehen- 
ſible receipt, de epe reading and delight better mit 
than in his Sermons. mh 1 

Sed quorſnm hac, how doe theſe digreſſions linke in 
with our Subiectum circa quod? | 

Flaunting Richard and his Philoſophie Lecture, 
was vnder our fingers euen no. howſocuer wee hane | 
loſt him, Ho!d A candle, and you ſhall ſee me caſt; 

a figure for him extempore: Oh hoh, Ihaue funde 
him without any further ſeeking, Giue me your ** Fl 
| 4 N = | a | 
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Confuted. 
I. Paus, God ſaue them they are lorg ones. | 
Now betweene you and me declare as if you wete 
atſhrift, whether you be not a ſuperlative blocke for 
al you readd the Philoſophie Lecture at Can. bridge: 
Brieflic, brieflie, let mee not ſtand all daie about you. 
His conſcience accuſcth him, hee is ſtroke ſtarke 
dumbe, onely by ſignes he craues to bee admitted is 
1 forma pauperis that we ſhould let him paſſe for a pore 
Teellow, andhe will ſell his birthright in learning with 
7 Eſaa for a meſſe of 
Cura lens log „he hath but a litle cure to look 


too. Muores ſtu ens. more liuing woud make him 
ſtudie more. 
For this once wee diſpence with you becauſe you 
Jock ſo penitentlie on it, but let not me catchyou ſel- 
ling any more ſuch twiſe ſodden ſawduſt dnunitie as 
the Lambe of God and bis enemies, for if I do, Ile make 
a dearth of paper in Pater- noſter- rwe (fuch as was 


not this ſeauen yeare) onelie with an againſt 
Ahe. 


dw «candoeir, tempt not his clemencie too 


Hp much Goth  Aperſea? 8 
Paſſion of God howe came 1 char name; 
godfarher Gebriel gave it mee, und I muſt not 


it. Nor ĩfyou were priuie whenceit came would — 
hold itworthic tobe refuſed, for beſore I had the re- 

| uerſion of it hee beſtow(ditona Nobſe man, 3 
nts apparrell, and 7»ſcani gef | 
—e— lanc nomie zhauing 4 
12 to theta, NT eee 8 e 
. inch A perſe a bis fene aud brameries in print. 

1 Hold you your peace Naſbe: thet u before yon = | 
were Jdonens auditor ciuihis ſeiemtie. It may bee ſo, 
N wert a Libeller before I was borne. Yerra- 


— 


— 


Foure Letters 
der correction bee it ſpoken , I haue come to tlie 


ſchooles and purg'drheume many a time, when yò ur 
brother vas Philoſophie Lecturer, he wanted no 


ploſmprdy to ſpend away his houre that I could help 


him with. 2 
I bat ſite I am inproned you partly * prooued 


to your colt, and may doe more at large it God fend 


vs more leyſufre. 

As for Flores hoetarum, chey: are flowers th; at eyert 
neuer {melt too. Ile pavne my hand to a halfe 
haue readd more good Poeteaboron gh; than thou 
euer hardſt off, |. --.- 

The floures of your Fore Letrerrit may be: I bak 
 ,oueriookt morenartowhe;anddone my belt tleuvire 
to aſlemble them together into patheticall poke, 
which will here preſent to Maiſter Orator Edge for 
- a Newyeares gift, leauing them to his wordiedilcre- 
tion tobe cenſured whether they be currant minke. 
horniſme ox no. 7 WINES | 

Conſcious mind. 8 . region 41 ar git 
mente when as egregious is neuer vled mengliſß bur in 
the extreame ill part.: I geuuitis: Iouiall mind: u- 
ren, Authors: r e aduentwres ::  nChehorne 


Rgſcalluie ; materiallitie : arti 


| perſuafions: Rg : 


- full perfiay.; 
Cendiaries firenjzed furies: 3 C2 abun- 
dune Cauteloticautelous end aduentrom:cordiallliquor: 
Catilinaries and Phillipicks;: perfunttorie di ſcourſegr 
Daxids ſweetnes olimpiquc: Fe Idee high and 
Abiſſi of excellence.: The only Unicorne of the Muſes: 
the eAretmiſh mauntaine vf;huge exag gerations The 
2 law 7 1 amicabli teres: * 
* ex, 


: puttitiue opinions: Pmotiue artiſt: ; energeticall | 

tie, 

Fartefticalizie: dinine Ent elechy:loud Mentexy-deveit- 
addicted to T beory : the worlds great Ins 
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4" | 
8 Confute d. 
end: Effetinate : addoulce his melodie: Magy polime- 
| Chany : extenſſuely emploid. precious Traymment : No- 
wellets : Notorietie negotiation : mechanician, 
Nor are theſe all, tor euerie third line hath ſome of 
this ouer-rackt abſoniſme. Nor do altogether ſcum 
off all theſe as the newe i red fome of the Eng- 
liſh, but allowe ſome of them for a neede to fill vp a 
verſe; as Trayument , and one or two wordes more, 
which the libertie of proſe might well haue ſpar d. 
In a verſe, when a worde of three ſillables carmot 
thruſt in but ſidelings, to ioynt him euen, we are of- | 
tentimes faine to borrowe ſome leſſer quarry of elo- 
cution from the Latine, alwaies retaining this for a 
principle, that a leake of indeſinence as a leake in a 
ſhippe, muſt needly bee ſtopt, with what matter ſoe- 
uer. : 97 | | 's 
I Chancercauthoritic J am certaineſhalbedleadgd 
againſt mee for a many of theſe balductums. Had 
Chauser liu'd to this age, Iamverily perſwaded hee 
would haue diſcarded the tone halfe of the harſher 
ſort of them, bg {1683 "OH 
They were the Oouſe which ouetflowing barba- 
riſme,withdrawne to her Scottiſh Northren chanell, 
had left behind her. Art like yonggraſſe in tire duoß 
 ofChancers florifhing,was glad topeepe vp throug 
any ſlime of corruption, to be beholding to ſhe car d 
not whome for apparaile, trauailing in thoſe colde 
countries. There is noreaſon that ſhee a baniſhr *_ 
Queene into this ory a having ma 1 l 
ic amongſt the Greeks and Romanes, ſhoul 
* h — humbled her to ſome ex- 
tremitie)ſtill be conſtrained when ſhe hath recouerd 
ber ſtate, to weare therobes ofaduerſitie, iet it inher 
_ oldrags,when be is r new ite 


— 


| 


VT 
— - — — — — 


. 


= T7. 
| 
| 4 
a 
C7 27 * 
4 % 4 
N Y LS 2 
PF + ; £ 
16 © 
# © TE 
"X19. 
"Bp 
0 f 
* f 3 
1 
| 8 
4 .33'S. 
. 
4 = 
= TY 
> . 
4 
4 q 
> " 
: 4 $55 
* 
$ f; 
ol 
„ * 
1 
7 . 
3 
1 
1 8 
5Y : 
k I 
« o ; 
141 } 
19 
2 A 
| * 
+ f 
7 IF” 
„ : ; 
9 
g . 
* ; 
3 
39 et 4 
IS. 
*7 i 
- 44 
1 2 3 q 
1 9 
1 i 
q * 
N 
4 
& V_ 
o : 45.4 
1. 
4 
1 


52 ö 
PIE p I * , g . . 
: _— * a 
. * — 1 7 — 
P - 


— 


ſtruction out of loue with thee, vſe thy own deſtruc- 


all matter, and no circumſtance; the factor for the Fai- 
ries, and night Vrchins, in ſupplanting and ſetting a- 


ofall ſtiles in one ſtandiſh, as imitating euerie one, & 
hauing no ſeperate forme of writing of thy one; and 


cler, I ſounde the Aftrologicalldiſcourfe the other 


 Preſlely 


— q þ gs 


Utere mori bus praterit u, ſaith (aim (tſar in Au- 
lu Gellis Joquere verbispreſentibus, rv 

T houart mine enemie Gabriel, andthatwhich is 
more, a contemptible vnder-foote enemie, or elſe 1 
would teach thy olde Trewantſhip the true vic of 
words, as alſo how more inclinable verſe is than proſe 


to dance after the horrizonant pipe of inueterate an- 


tiquitie. * 2 LE 
It is no matter, fince thou haft brought nw he 


tion, raigne ſole Emperour of inkehorniſme, I wiſh 
vnto theeall ſuperabundant increaſe of the ſingu- 
lar gifts of abſurditie, and vaineglory: from this time 
forth for euer, euer, euer, euermore maiſt thou be ca- 
nonized as the Num parreide ot impious epiſtles, the 
ſhort ſhredder out of ſunday ſentences without lime, 
as Quinni/lientearmed Seneca all lime, and noſande; 


ſide the true children ofthe Engliſh, and fuborning 
inkehorne changlings in their ſteade, the galimafrier 


to conclude, the onely feather- driuer of phraſes, and 
Putter of a good word to it when thou haſt once got 
it. hat is betwixt this and the Alpes. So bee it worlde 
without ende. Chroniclers heare my praiers. Good 
Maiſter Srowe be not vnmindfull of him. | 
Thats well remembred, now I talke of Chroni- 


night in the Chronicle. Gabriel will outface vs it is a 
worke of ſuch deepe arte & indgement, vhen it is ex | 
aſt rider record for a cooſening prognoſti- 

he wordes axe theſe, though * 
CUle 
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Foure Letters 

breuiated; for he makes a long circumlocution of it. 

Ja the heare 1583, by meanes ol an Aftrologicall 
viſcourle vppon the great and notable coniunction of 
Saturne and Iupiter, Tithe common ſoꝛt of people were 
almoſt dziu'nouc of their wits , — — 
doe: but when no ſuch thing hapned, they fell co their 
fozmer ſecuritie, and condemned the rſe of ex- 
treame madneſle/; and follie. 
IJ pſiſiima ſum Ariſtotelit verbs, they are the veric 
words of obs Teil. rroth inthe 1 3/57, folio of the laſt 

edition of the great Chronicle of England. 
» CMeberenlequidem,if it be ſo taken vp, Pierce Pan- 
e may well caſt his cappe after it for euer ouerta- 
king it. But ſome thing euen now Gabrieſ thou wert 
girding againſt my aways and Nias pond the Fay anie 


Tarltons wit. 


V. Velltheſe be your words y a acer and rimes, let 
mee ſtudiea little prefacet and times. Minims vers: 
ane. I never printed rime inmy lfebut thoſe ver. 


ſes in the digits gof Pure, Penwileſſe, 2 A 


baue ſet foorth, 
270 fevier 707 manic e fe, 
leflure 10 the ventronr elfr. 


| 1Tbat road a let 27 22 5 2 
| And ſo forth as followeth in cham bling rowe. | 
Præfaces two, or a paire —— Twill y. 


en 
into the ptotection of my parentage, out both 
which;ſucke dut one ola or miſmapen gh 
wordif thou canſtfor thy guts. ane a a N 
: ER PL 
ren t bat I ſboul Ai hun 


like Groenss,or my ia aſts . rar 


any counterfeit hitds,orheatbs;6y ſtones orrake'vp 

any neu- und poetry from v N 
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mouldeſt faine hes a mute, when it is too late to repent. 


man, chat he may diſpatch thęe outofthe way before 


Foure Letters 

he ſo ſaucy as trip you with the grand lie. Ware ſtums 

bling of vhetſtones in tlie darke there my maiſters = 
This I will proudly boaſt (yet am L nothing a kin- 

dred to the three brotheis) that the vaine which l 

haue be it a median vaine, ot a madde mau) is of my 

owne begetting, and ca ano man father in England 


but my ſelfe, neyther Euphuss, nor Turion, not 


Greene. zm | 
I lot Tarlton nor Greene bit haue beene contented 


to let my ſimple iudgement ouerrule them ùn ſome 


matters of wit · Euphues I readd when las a little 
ape in Cambridge, and then I thought it was Iyſe ills, 
it may be excellent good ſtill for ought I kuow, tor l 
lookt not onit tlis tan yeare: but toimitate it I ab- 
horre, otherwiſe thavit imitates Piut arch, Onid, and 
the choiſeſt Latine Authors. - tant: 1% ( 
If yoube aduiſde I rooke ſberteſt vowels and lang- 


| eft mates iti the beginning of mybooke as ſuſpirions | 
of being acceſſarie to the making of a Sonner her- 


to Maiſſer Chriftopher Birds name is ſet, chere I ſaide 
that you mute forth many ſuch phraſes in the courſe 


of your booke. which I would point at as Ipaſtby: 


Heere Iam as good a8 my word, for I note that thou 
becing afraideof ber aying thy ſelfe With writing, 


Againe, thou teuieſt on ys and ſaiſt, bas wwterare 
our ſad and vowels haumed. Thou art no mute, yet 
t thou be haunted and courſed to the full. I will 


defire ſome body an thy knees to helpe 
letters of commendation to Bull the hangs 


„„ „„ 


more. 


Confuted; 
more affliction come vpon thee, 

Allthe inuectiue and ſatericall ſpirits ſhall then bee- 
thy familiars, as the furies in hell are the ſamiliars of 
ſintull ghoſts to follow them and torment them with= 
out intermiſſion: thou ihalt bee double girt with- 
girds, and ſcoft at till thoſe that ſtand by do nothing- 
Fin cough with laughing. 

Thou ſaieſt I profeſſe the art of-railing , thou ſhalt 
not ſay ſo in vaine, for if there bee any art or depth in. 
it, more than Aretius or Agrippa haue diſoouered or 
diu'd into, looke that Iwill ſound it and ſearch it to 
the vttetmoſt, but ere Lhaue done with tliee ile le aue 
thee the miſerableſt. creature that the ſunne euer 
ſawe. ni 92 
Thereis no kind of peaceable pleaſure in poetrie, 
but I can dra we equally in the ſame yoke with the 
haughtieſt of thoſe foule-mouthd backbiters, that 

ſay I can do nothing but raile. 1855 
Ihaue written in all ſores of humors priuately I am 
perſwaded, more than any yoong man ot my age in 


England. : 2 
| "The weather is cold, aud I amwearie with confu- 
ting, the remainder of the colde contents of this Epi- 
fle be theſe. +77 | 3-408 | 4742 
He enuiouſly indeuors ſince he cannotreuenge hime 
ſelfe to incenſe men of high calling againſt me, and 
 woldiinforce it inte their opinions, that hatſoeuer is 
ſpoke in Pierce Peunileſſe, concerning Peſants,Clownes 
& hipocriticall bot. urs, Aidaſſes, Buckram Giants, 
abe mightie Prince of darkgneſſe is meant of them, let 
him proue it, or bring the man to my ſace to whome 
I euer made any vnduetiſull expoſition of it, I am to 
be my oven interpreter in this firſt caſe. I ſay in Pierce 
TFuamiliſ L haue ſet done nothing but that which 


e 
ns _ . 


— * 


bee on his paper Target. 


eon ainſt a lowſe'; thou uidlt not ca 


Foure Letters 
haue had my preſident for, in forraine writers, nor 
had I the leaſt alluſion to any man ſet aboue mee in 


in degree, bat onely glanc at vice generallie. 
The taie of the Beare and the Foxe, how euer it 


may ſet fooles heads a worke a farre off, yet IJ had no 
concealed ende in it, but in the one, to deſeribe the 


right nature of a bloudthirſty tyrant, whoſe indeſi - 
nite appetite all the pleaſures in che earth haue no 
povre to bound in 2 but he muſt ſeeke a new 


felicitie in varietie of eruelty, and poo Lanny all other 


mens proſpericie; for the other, to figure an der 


crite: Let it be Martin if you will, or ſome ol 


that bites ſorer than hee, who ſecretlie goes qu fe. 
. duceth country Swalnez. 


Makes them beleene that that homiy which their 


bees bꝛought foꝛth was poyſonous and cozrupt. 


That they map buy honny cheaper than by being at 
ſuch charges in keeping of bees; 

That it is not neceſſary they ſhould haue ſuch ſtately 
hiues o2 lie ſucking at ſuch pꝛectous honmicombs. 
 Tfthis(whichisnothing elſe but to ſwim with the 
ſtreame) be to tell tales as ſhrewdly as mother Hal- 


\ 


bard, it ſhoulde ſreme mother Hubbard is no great 


ſhrewe, howeuer thou treading on her heeles ſo oof; 


ſheemay bee tempted beyonde her ten comm nde- 8 


ments. 

Alitle before thistheforeſaid Fanaticall Phod 
geremumble tirleriwhiſce,or what you wall; cald forth 
the biggeſt gunſpot of my thundring tearmes ſtecpt 
in Aqua fortis and gunporederto come andriic Ag 


But that it is h6'credite Galpog _ to diſchar 


* 
vaine, thou ſhoutdſt ware Tomakidche, _ 
„„ wir 
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Confuted. 
| with 4 witnes, woe worth the dare & the yearewhen 
thou heareſt him. I feareblaſt thee nowe but with 
the winde of my weapon. Wich the waſt ot my 
wor ds, I lay waſt all the feeble fortifications of thy 


wit. Shewe mee the Vniuerſities hand and ſeale that 


thou art a Doctour ſealed and deliuered in the pre- 
ſence of a whole Commenſement, and Ile preſent 
thee with my whole artillerie ſtore of eloquence. 

A bots on thee for mee for a tumpiſh leaden heeld 
letter dawber, my ſtile with treading in thy clammie 
ſteps is growne as heauie gated, as if it were bound to 


an Aldermans pace, with the irons at Newgate cald 


the widows Almes. 2 


flender that hee was faine to put lead into his ſhuoes 


tor feare the wmde ſhoulde blowe him into another 


Cquntrie. . 
Hh that catch Leopards ſer cups of wine before 
them; thoſe that will inne liking and grace of the 


teaders, muſt ſer before them continually that which | 


| ſhall cheare them, and reuine them, 
Galriol thou haſt not done ſo, thou canſt not doe 
ſo, therfore rhy works neither haue, nor can any way 


F 


hindermee;nor benefit the Printer. 
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Ere Ias chained to thee thus by the necke, IWa: 
as light as the Poet ¶Accius, ho was fo lowe and ſo 


———— ˙—  ——__ 


; Foure Letters 
aue bheſliu d tliee already for it, it toucheth the body 
and not the minde. Beſides I was neuer altogether 

Peter Poueretto, vtterly throwne downe, deſperately 
| {ep erated from all means of releeuing my ſelfe, ſince 
I knew how to ſeperate a knaue from an honeſt man, 
or throw my cloake ouer my noſe, when I ſalied by 
the Counters. . | 
The ragged cognizance onthe ſleeue, Imay ſay to 
thee, carried meate in the mouth when time was, doe 
not diſpraiſe it yet, for it hath many high partakers. 
Qu ſequuntur hninſmodi ſunt. 

Thou t urmoilſt thy pi ter, to proue baſe births 
better than the ofspring of many diſcents, becauſe 
thou art a muſhrumpe ſprung vp in one night, a ſecly 
mouſe begotten ona moulehill, that wouldſt fayne 
pearch thy ſelfe on the mountaines, when thy legges 

are too ſhort to ouercome ſuch a long iourney of 
— SL 
| My margent note, Merits expendite cau[aw,thou 
wouldſt ratherchan any thing wreſt to an enditment 
ofarrogance,& ſo branch mee into thy tiptoeſtocke, 
Icannot ſec how thou canſt compaſſe it: Forthough 

I bad them weigh the cauſe by deſerts, yet I did not 

aſſume too muchto my owne deſerts, when expo- 
{tulatcd,why Coblers, Hoſtlers, and Carmen ſhould / 
be worth ſo much, and ſo much, and Ia ſcholler and 
agood- fellow a begger.. How thou haſt arrogate i 
to thy ſclfe more than Lucifer, or any CMilerglories 
ſus in the worlde would doe, I haue already noted ae 
large in his due place and order. Ifthou beſtowlt a- 
| ny curteſie on mee, and I do not requite it, then call 

meecut, and ſay I was brought vp at Hoggenorton 


where pigges play on the Organs, | 
Wert — 22 ch me, thon ſlio 


* 
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Confuted, 


perceiue that Tamvery franke where take, & ſend 


© awaynone empty-handed that giue mee but halfe an 


ill worde. 
It is a good ſigne of grace in thee, that thou confeſ- 
ſeſt thon haſt offences enough of thy owne to aunſwere, 
thongb thou beeft not chargd with thy Fathers,Oncein 
thy life thou ſpeakſt true yet, I belceue thee, and pit- 
tie thee. Cod make thee a good man, for thou haſt 
beene a wilde youth hitherto. 
Thy Hexameter verſes, or thy hue and crie aſter 
aper ſon at cleare as ¶ hriſtall, I do not ſo deeply com- 
mend, ſor al Aaiſter Spencer long fince'imbra#t it with 
an oner-lowing ſouner. [OP 
. _ V Vhy ſhould friends diſſembleone with another, 
they are very vgly and artleſſe. Y ouwillneuerleaue 
your olde trickes ofdrawing M. Spencer into euerie 
pybald 1 you do. If euer he praiſd thee, it was be- 
cauſe he had pickt a fine vaine foole out of thee, and 
he would keepe thee ſtill a foote by flattring thee, til 
ſuch time as he had brought thee into that extreams 
joue with thy felfe, that thou ſhouldſtrun mad with 
the conceit, and ſo be ſcorned of all men. | | 
Yet yet abriell, are not we ſet non plus, thy roifter 
A kenden, hath not daſht vs cut of countenance. If 
anie man vſe hoiſtrous horſe. play, or bee bebolamg to 
(arters Logiquc, it is thy ſelfeʒ for with none but clow- 
niih and royniſh ieaſts doſt thou ruſi vppon vs, and 
keepſt ſuch a flurting and « flinging in euerie leafe , as 
if thou wert the onely reaſty iade in a count). 
Sbelding thou ſaieff is the language of ſbremes railing 
the ſtile of rakghels, what concludſt thoufrom thence? 
Dol ſcold? doi raile? 
S colding &railingis loud miſcalling and reuiling | 
vne another without . a man 


knows 
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knowsby his ne ighbour, though it bee neuer ſo con- 
trary to all bumamdie and - 8 20d mahners, and would 
make the ſtanders by almoſt perbrake to heare it. 
Such is thy inuectiue „ Creese, where thuu 
talklt of ius low ſines, lus turk el ing, his beggerie, and 
the mother ot ſeſertunata⸗ 3 It 1 ſco! d, 
it raile, | do but cum ratione mſanire, Twlly,Ourd all 
the olde Pets, Apripp 4,0 Aretine, and the reſt are all 
ſcolds and railers, and by thy conc'ufion flat ihrewes 
and rakehels: for i doe nomorethantheir examples. 
do warrant mee. 


The intoxicate ſpirit of grify Euridice, I can toſſe 
ouer as lightly to thee, as thou hall putt it to mee. My 
hart is præoccupated with better ſpirits, which haue 

left her no houle-roome: thou haſt no ſpirite as it 

ſhou d appeare by thy vxiting, intertaine her and the 

ſpirit of the buttery out of hand, or thou wilt be bea - 
ten hand · ſmooth out of Bucklars b 5 

VVhen ! parted with thy brother in Kherce Pen- a 
leſſe, J left him tobe toꝛmented woꝛld without ende of 
our Poets and wziters about London, for calling them 

piperly make-playes and makebates, not doubting but 
they would dꝛiue him to this iſſue, that he ſhould be con- 
ſtrained to goe to the chiefe beame ot his beneſice, and 
there beginning a lamẽtable ſpeech with eur ſcripſi cur 
_pery, ende with Vrauum praxa decent, iuuat inconceſſa 
voluptas, & ſo with a trice trulle vp his life in the ſtring 
ok his ſance-bell. Now heere thou thankſt God thou 
art not ſo vncharitabl bent to put ſo much wit in a 
ſpeech, like a Patſon in Lancaſhire that kneeld down 
on his knees in a zealous paſſion, and very hartily 
thankt God he neuer knew what that vile Antichri- 
ſtian Romiſh Popiſh Latine meant. Did I exhort in: 
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Coufuted. 


withhim any more: Inke and paper ifthey bee true 
Proteſtants will pray, that they may not be contami- 


nated any more with ſuch abhomination ofdeſolati- 


on, as the three brothers Apocripha pamphletin 2 
After all this foule weather enſueth a calme di- 


latementof others too forward harmefulnes, and thy 


owne backward ircfulneſſe;thats diſpatcht, thecourt 
hath found it otherwiſe, 

Then thou goeſt about to bribe mee to giue ouer 
this quarrell, and ſaiſt if l will holde my peace, thou 
wilt beſtowe more complements of rare amplificati- 


ons vpon 


mee, than euer thou beſtodſton Sir Philip 


Sidney, and gentle Maiſter Spencer. 
Thou flatserſt mee, and praiſeſt mee. 4 
To make mee aſinallſceming amendes for the in- 


O 


iuries thou haſt done mee, thoureckonſt mee vp 4. 


mong ft the deare lowers and; profeſſed ſonnes of the Mu- 


ſes,E hat Spencer, Abrabam F rance, Thomas Wat 5 
ſon, Samuel Daniell 


With a hundred bleſtingt and many * thewi in- 
treatſt mes to loue thee, 
Content thy ſelfe, I will not. 


Thou proteſts it was not my per ſon thou miſlikt( I am 


afraide thouwilt make mee thy Ingle ) but my fierce 


running at Parſon Richard , excuſeſt mee by my youth, 
promiſeſt to cancell thy impertinent Pamphlet. 


It were good hangin 
good mind yet for allt 


Tow now thou artin ſuch a 
is, a dogge will be a dogge, & 


returne to his vomit doe what a man can, thou muſſ 
haue one ſquibbe more at the Deuils Orator, & his 


Dames Poet, or thy penne is not in cleane life. 1 will 
permit thee to ſay what thou wilt, to vnderlie(as thou 
deſirſt) the verdit of Fame bir ſe ſelfe, ſo I may lie aboue 
thee, LIE aboue thee, tell g greater lies than thou doſt 


mm 


— 7 0 . _" 04 * 4. „ 9 _ * 
N — — 2 Gar Y r To, 2 * 
: a cet af FR 
* 8 
Re 4 - * 2 
9 a 4 3 9 
* N 8 * of "> a * po! 2 222 — 1 bo ry 7 _— = 1 
_ * f = F : 9 9 
— 2 | GG _ 8 ; 
5 1 * 1 . Y — 2. 5 : 5 * 
> K * - G ; 8 4 "eg 
— o 8 5 - A "ne "= —— ͤ — 3 * . 
1 . A . 
. — 1 ws 7 han, » g — - . 
" > ** 0 5 2 IF 1 - > = 7 * 
| . 1 : _— . w D_— N 
5 6 " 2 p * , 
£9 K „ 5 ” 2 * . aus _ 4 d; £ 
L 2 * 8 8 2 2 a 
. Py 0 
l g * mo: 


— 
* 


— . 
— — — 
. A as 
Pet. 


p - a . 2 
ths... — N . 
” — 
TL ptr 


8 


a N 
2 
5 


n 


Foure Letters 
no man is able. 
Thus O heauenly Muſe I thanke thee for thou haſt 
giu'n mcethe patience to trauel through the tedious 
wilderneſle ofthis Gomorian Epiſtle. Not Hercales 
whenhecl:anſed the ſtables of Ægeas, vnder- tooke 
ſuch a ſtinking vnſauorie exploit, By thy aſſiſtaunce 
through a whole region of golden Janes haue I jour- 
neieg, & now am ately arriu'd at wor ſpredily-diſpatchs 
but haflily bung led vp as pon ſee... Graunt that all ſuch 
flow diſpatchers & hallie bunglers, may haue along 
time of reproach to repent them in, and not come a- 
broad to corrupt the aire, & impoſtumate mens cars 
with their pan pudding proſe afy more. So bee it, ſay 
all Engliſn people after mee, that haue cares to heare 
or eies to reade. . | 
Feci feci, feci, had I my health, nowThadleyfure 
to be merry, for I haue almoſt waſlit my hands of the 


* 


” 


His own regenerate verſes ofthe jolly Fh, & Gileline 
and Gwelph (ome peraduenture may expect that I 
ſhould anſwere. So I wouldif there were anie thing 
in them which I had pot anſwerd before, but there 
iz notlingʒ if there were, hauing driuen his ſwordto 
his head, I reſpe&t not what he can do withhis dag+ 
ger. Onely Iwill looke vpon the laſt Sonnet of M. 
Spencers to the right worſhipfull Maiſter G. H. Doc- 
tourofthe lawes: or it may ſo fall out that I will not 
looke ypon it too, becauſe ( Gabriel) though I vehe- 
mently ſuſpect it to bee ofthy ow ue doing, it is popt 


foorth vnder M. Spencers name, and his name is able 


to ſanRikie any thing though falſely aſcribed to lit. 
The fourth letter of our Orators to the ſame fauo- 
rable or indifferent reader, was a letter which this 


Sanya long ſummers day I dare icopard my may - 


5 Aenhead 


C11 


pondent fruits ſtrait in pollicie to 


Confuted. 


denhead had line hidden in his deske, for itia a ſhip - 


mans hoſe that will ſerue any man as well as Green 


or mee. 
To make ſhort. in it as fortie times before, he brides. 
it and ſimpers it out a erie, No forſooth God dild you 
hee would not that hee would: None ſo deſirous of 
quiet as hee good olde man, whowithapure intent of 
peace, firſt put fie to the flame that hathhedgde him 
in. 
He hath preuented Maiſter Runnie of the ſecond 
part of his treatiſe of Pacific ation, for like ſome craf- 


tieringleaderofrebellion, when hee hath flirred vp 


a dangerous commotion, and findes by the too late 
examination of his foreynexamined defects in him 
ſclfe, that ſo ſweet aroote will hardlic effect correſ- 
et his pardon, hee 
ſtrikes ſaile to that tempeſt of ſe nion, and is thrice 
as earneſt in preaching pacification, obedience, and 
ſabmiſhon : ſo Gabriel when he hath ſtird vp againſt 
me what tumulrs he can inStationersShops, and left 
the quiuer of his enuie not an arrow yndrawne out, 
hee finds by the audit of his ill conſumed de fectes 
that he is not of force inough to hold out, wherefore 
in pollicie to auoid further arrearages of infamie hee 
tires the text of recenci. iation out ot breaih, and ho- 
peth by the interceſſion of a cuppe of white wine a 
ſugar to be made friends with his fellow writers. 
It cannot chooſe but he muſt of neceſſitie be a ve» 
ty ſore fellow, that is ſo familiar with white wine & | 
ſugar, for white wine ina maner is good for nothing 


but to waſh ſores in, and ſmudge vp withered beauty 


with , Well for all hee would haue Pierce make no 


vyarres on him, he makes warres on Pierce Pennileſſe, 


ke. bcbgggereth him again in this epiſtle verie boun- 
15 i E 


PFoure “ etters 
tifullie hee ſaies that Lordes muſt rake heede how they 
Lerd rs iu bupreſence, © 
That the «Aſſets the onelie Author he alleadgeth, 
That Greene is an eAſſe in print, aud he 4 calfe en print. 
That they are both chiefetames in licentionſneſſe, and 
truth can ſaie the abhominable villanies of ſueb baſe 
ſpifting companions , good for nothing but to caſt away 
themſelues, ſpeile their adberents & c. 
For my beggerie let that trauell the countries, I 
haueſaide more wo itthana richer man would haue 
done, but that I take vppon me to Lord it ouer great 
Lords thou art a moſt lewd tungd lurden to ſaie it. 
¶Muſt they take heede how they Lord it in my pre- 
15 ſence, what muſt they doe then in thy preſenee, 
13 That ſitting like a locber on 
Of thu worlds ſtage, doſt note with critique pen, 
; Thy ſharpe diſlikes of each condition: 
Ne fawneft for the fauour of the great, 
Ne feareſt fooliſh reprehenſion, 
But freelie doſt of what thee liſt intreate, 
Likg a great Lordof peereleſſe libertie, 
Lifting the geod vp to bigh honors ſeate, 
Andthi euill danming euermore to die, 
For life and dtath is in thy doom full writing. 
Whereas thou ſaiſt the Aſſe in a manner is the on- 
Iy Author Lalleadge, I muſt know how you define an 
Aſſe before I can tell how to anſwere you; for Corno- 
| time Agrippamaketh all the Philoſophers , Oratours, 
and Poets that euer were Aſſes: and if ſo you vnder- 
ſand that Ialleadge no Author but the Aſſeʒ for all 
Authors are Aſſes, why I am for you; if otherwiſe, 
thou art worſe than a Cuman⸗ Aſſe to leape before 
chou lookſt, and condemne a man without cauſe. 
What Authors doſt thou alleadge in thy booke, 
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not two, bu 1 
leadgd? 1 i 
nere is not three kernels of more than common 
learning in all thy F oure Letters, Common learning? 
not common ſeaſe in ſome places. 42 
Ol force I mult graunt that Greene came oftner in 
print than men of iudgement ctw off, but neuer- 
theleſſe he was a daiſitie ſlaue to content the taile of 
a J earme, and Tufte Seruing mens pockets. yy 
An Aſſe gabriel it is harde thou ſhouldſt name 
him: for calling mee Calfe it breakes no ſquare, but 4 
it Ibee a calfe it is in compariſon of ſuch an Oxe as | 
„ N "ot 11 
: The chjefetaines of licemtionſnes , and truthcan ſay _ 46 
the abbominable villanies of ſuch baſe ſhifting compan- ;) 
ens, good for nothing, cc, Lam of the mind wee ſhall RF 
not dilgeſt this neither. urch ey - 
Anſwere me;ſwecintte & expedite,what one period 1 
any way leaning to licentiouſnes, canſt thou produ e 
in Pierce Pennileſſe? . 700 1 
Italke ota great matter when I tell thee of a peri- 
od, for I know to ſeuerall periods or full pointes in 
this laſt epiſtle, atleaſt fortie lines long a piece. 
For the order ot my life it is as ciuil as a ciuil orenge, 
Ilurke in no corners but conuerſe in a houſe of credit 


as well gouerned as any Colledge. where there bee bt 
more rarcquallified men, and ſelected good Schollet: 
than in any Noblemans houſe that I ænowe in Erge | of 


1 I had committed ſuch abbominable villanies, r 
were a baſe ſhiftins companion, it ſtoode not with my 
Lords honour to keepe me, but if thou haſt ſaideit & 
ganſt not proue it, what ſlandrous diſhonor haſt thou 


nc him, to giue it out that he keepes the cemmitter 
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of abhominable villaniei and baſe ſifting companions, 
when they are farre honeſter than thy ſelfe. 

If I were by thee I woulde plucke thee by the 
beard,and ſpit in thy face, but I would dare thee and 
vrge thee beyonde all excuſe to diſcloſe and prooue 
for thy heart bloud what villanie or baſe ſhitting 
by mee thou canſt, I deſie allthe worlde in that 
reſpect, | at | | 
Becauſe thou vſedſt at Cambridge to ſhift for thy 
Friday at night ſuppers, and coſen poore victuallers 
and pie-wiues of Doctours cheeſe and puddinges, 
thou think(t me one of the ſame religion too. 5 

What Greene was, let ſome other anſwere for him 
as much as I haue done, I had no tuition ouer him, 
he might haue writ another Galatæo of manners, for 
his manners euerie time I came in his companie, 1 
ſaw no ſuch baſe ſhiftmgor abhominable villanie by 
him. Something there was whichT haue heard not 
ſeene, that hee had not that regarde to his credite in 
hich had beene requiſite he ſhould. 

VVhat a Calimunco am ] to plead for him, as though 
I were as neere him as his owne skinne. Athouſande 
there bee that haue more reaſon to ſpeakein his be- 
halte than I, who fincel firſt knew him about town 
have beene two yeares together and not ſeene him. 
But lle doe as much forany man, eſpecially for a 
deade man that cannot ſpeake for himſelfe. Let vs 
heate bow we good for nothing but to caſt amais our 
ſelnes, ſpoile our adherents, praie on our fauourort, dif- 
| bonowr our Patrons '. Haue Teuer tooke any likelie 
courſe of caſting away my felfe? 
VVhom ent 


4 


thou name that kept me company 
and reapt any diſcommoditie by mee, I can name di- 


vert good Gentlemen that haue beene W 
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| Confuted, 
and fauourers a long timo. Let them report howeT 
haue ſpoilde them , or praid on them, or put them to 
ne pennie detriment ſince I firſt conſorted with tliẽ. 
Haue an eie to the maine - chaunce, for no ſooner 
ſhall they vnderſtand what thou haſt ſaid by mee of 
' them, but theyle goe neere to haue thee about the 
cares for this geare one after another. 
My Patrons or anie that bind me to them by the 
leaſt good turne, there is no man in England that is or 
ſhall (for my ſmall power) bee more thankefull'ynto 
than I. Neuer was I vathankefull yntoany , no not 
to thoſe of whome for deedes I receiued nothing but 
vnperformed dee de promiſing wor ds. It is an honor 
to be accuſde and not conuinſt. „ 
One of theſe months Iſhall challenge martirdome 
to my ſelfe, andwrit large ſtories of the perſecution 
ot tongues. Troth Fam as like to perſecute as be per- 
ſecured, Let him take vp his Croſſe and bleſſe him 
ſelfe that croſſeth mee, for I will croſſe ſhinnes with 
him though euerie ſentence of his werea thouſande 
tunnes of diſcourſes, as Gabrie/iaith euerie ſentence 
of his is a diſcourſe. Quods, quods giue mee my Text 
pen againe, tor I haue a little more Text to launce. 
The ſecretaries of art and nature if it were not for fri- 
uolous content ions, might beſtead the commo-welthwith 
manie puiſſant eng int. As for example, Bacons brazen 
noſe, Arcbitas wodden doue, dancing bals, fixe brea- 
thinggourdes, artificial! flies to hang in the aire by 
themlielues, an egſhell that ſhall run vp to the toppe 
of aſpeare. — HIS , 
Arebimides made a heau'n of braſſe, but we haue 
nothing to do with olde brafſeandiron; 
'»  eAppollonits Regimont anus did manic pretie iug- 
ling tricks, but wee had rather dtinke out of a g'alier. 
4 51 | M or than 


Foure Letters 
than a Iugge, vſe alittle brittſe wit ot our one, tian 
borrowany mirac'e mettallof Deuils, :23% 
Amongſtallotherſtra : agems and puiſſant enging 
what ſay you to : Mites Pumpe in Cheapeſide » £0 
pu npeoner mutton and porridge into Pcaunce: this 
colde weather our ſouldiors | c nte'l you haue need 
ofit, and poore fi eld mi e the- haue almolt got che 
cock and {tone with eating ofprouant. 

Conſider of it well, fo: it i better than a'l Bacon, 
Architas, Archimedes, Appollonius or Regio mont amus 
deuices: for Gabriel thiat profeſſ eth all theſe, with 
all their helpe cannot make the bias bowleat Saffron 
Walden run downe the hill, when it is throwne down 
with the hardeſt hand that may bee, but it will turne 
vp tlie hill againe in ſpite of a mins teeth, and that 
which is worſt. giue no reaſon for it, 

The Parrat andthe Peacock haue leiſure to reuiue & 
repoliſh their expired workes, you ſpeake like afriend. 
wele liſten to you lien you hauerepoliſhed and ex- 

pired your perfected degree. A Demy Doctor, what 
a ſhame is it? . 
Becauſe your books do call for a litle more drinke 
and a fewe more clothes when they are gone to bed, 
that is, vhen they lie dead, you thinke ours ſhould do 
ſo too. No, no, we doe not vſe to clappe a coat ouer a 
erkin, or thruſt any ofthe children ot our braine into 
their mothers wombe againe, & beget them a ne 
atter they are once borne, Ifit bee a horne booke at 

his firſt conception let it be a horn< booke ſtill, and 
turne not cat in tie panne, conuert the Pater noſter 
to a Primer, when it hath begd it ſelſe out at the el- 
bo wes vp anddowne the cuutrey. 

Thau didſt thou knewſt not what in eeking this 
thy ſhort-waſted Pamphlet, iwis as thou ſaiſt * 
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Confuted. 
ſc\fe;7 how art an old trewant, fitter to plaie the dumb 
dogge with ane antients than the hiſſing ſnake. | 


V Vhobe thoſe amient dumbe dog we ſhalhaue 


you a Martiniſt when all comes eo ali, becanſe you 
cannot thriue with the Ciuill Law, and that you may 
marry her forany thing vou area kindred to her, ther- 
fore you wil compare Mbitegift and ( art right, white 
and hlacke together, name the hi gheſt gouernours of 
the Church without giuing them anie reuerenee or 
titles ↄf honour, inbrace anie religion which wil! be 
euen with the profeſſion that fauors not you. 

There is no bai e or mainepriſe forit, but wee muſt 
haue you in the firſt peeping forth oftheſp· ing, prea- 
chingout of a Pu'pit in the woods : you haue put on 
wolues raiment already, ſeduced manie ſimple peo- 
pie vnder the habit ofa ſheepe in Wolfes pri it. It you 
proteſt & lie any more, it is not your endinghere like 
a ſermon, that will make you bee reputed for a faint. 


| Readers, a decaicd {tudent lately ſhipwrackt with 


Si vales bens eſt, hauing foure Lightors of Letters, 
clcane caſt away on the rocks called the Biſhop & lis 
Clar ks, deſires you all to pray for him, and he will re- 
commend you ill to God in the next ſermon hepen- 
neth or his brother Ricbarl. i 

He hatha mind to pay every man his owne,though 
hee hath ſuſtained great loſſe wn fight , that which he 


cannot effett he beſeecheth the Lord toacconpliſh, and | 


exen to worke a miracle vpon the dcafe. 1 
Lord ifit be thy will, let him bean Aﬀe ſtill. Gen- 
tlemen, l haue no more to ſay to the Doctor, diſpoſe 
of the victorie as you pleaſe, ſhortly Iwill preſent 
you with ſo me thing that ſhalbe better than notiung, 
onely giue mee a gentle hire for my durtie day labor, 
and I am your bounden Orator for euet. „ 
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eſſant warrcs with Waſpes an mea Goal ens 
. -Hze that begins, oft knows not ho to ceaſe, 
NI haue begun, lle follo till I die. 
* heare no truce, yyrong gets na graue in mee, 
Abuſe pell mell encounter with abuſc : 
Write hee againe, Ile writeeternally, 
Who feedcs reuenge hath ſouad an endleſſe Muſe, 
It death ere made his blacie dart of a pen, 
penne his ſpeciall Baily ſhall becum : 
Somewhat Ile be reputed of mongſ men, 
- BySeikiag of this duns or dead or dum. 
Awaite the world the Tragedy of wrath, 
What next l paint ſhall trea j no common path; 


Aut nanquamitentes aut ger face, 
* Tho. Naſhe. 
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In the ſecond pageof C. Gresser brocherreade Bahounphis 
In the 7. tor — & Abdias. reade allegurized Abdias. in the 8, | 
532 —— ſer —— hand. wy of was ng; read e ine , 
reads Lyquor a fe plaiter A 
_ 1 p. reade 7 nets of. 2 in the 1 
inſolert +1 gt werne reade inſolent incke — — 2, ob k. ſor 
Aſſe ia pteſent, read r pdenth inthe. for beſtow ypon, 
vpda hum in the 5. for eſſect, read efficacie, in the 4+ of, fa for verruous Syr, 
Lohn Norris;read — lohn Norris. in the g. page of kl. far I iir‚ -:: 
duce in adiconteated S haller read ſ iattoduce a diſcontented Schuller. „ ic} 
the 8. fur! is aſſentrion, reade His aſſertion. in the 5, of I. for verie c 88 
Wage vue timpame. meer 2p Dee 
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